EDITOR’S PROFILE of this issue

from a historical perspective ...
with Paul Wesling, SF Bay Area Council GRID editor (2004-2014)

July, 1961:

In July and August, the LA Section (Bulletin) and the SF Section

(Grid) jointly publish the GRID-BULLETIN; it promotes the

WESCON show and is distributed to members in both Sections.

Although it has its own volume number (6), I’'m treating it as a

continuation of the GRID volume 7.

Cover: The focus is on the new “Dish” radio-telescope behind the
Stanford campus.

p. 7: WESCON volunteers include Barney Oliver’s wife Priscilla setting
up women'’s activities. Prof. Alan Waterman (my EE advisor at
Stanford) is in charge of the Future Engineers Show (“for bright
lads — and probably a lass or two”). The winning author gets the
Frederick Emmons Terman Award with $250.

p. 8: With the new quantum device — the laser — a hot topic, WESCON
has six papers on them, plus a demonstration. There are three
sessions on information theory and 4 sessions on computers.
Barney Oliver, head of HP Labs, gives a talk (p. 24) on optical
masers.

p. 16: Andrew Viterbi of CalTech/JPL gives a talk on coherent : - ‘
synchronous sampled data telemetry systems; he went on to co-found Qualcomm, and the engineering school at USC is
named after him.

p 19: Hunter Vinton is profiled; he started the first IRE local publication in 1955 which then became the GRID. The name for our
magazine comes from the tube element that, with modest voltage changes, modulates large swings in output voltage — an
amplifier. Also mentioned on this page is Fred Terman, an IRE Fellow; on p. 32 there’s a photo of David Packard, also an IRE
Fellow.

p. 34: Prof. John Moll of Stanford gives a talk on P-N junction charge-storage devices; the Ebers-Moll transistor model is named
for him; he was awarded the IEEE Edison Medal in 1991.

p. 37: Leonard Fuller, who had been chief engineer at Federal
Telegraph and then head of EE at UC-Berkeley, is one of the
IRE Fellows. His grandson showed me a box of items left to
him by Fuller in 1965; inside were two audion tubes made
during Lee De Forest’s days at Federal Telegraph in Palo Alto
(see figure). Fuller received the first EE PhD granted by
Stanford (1919). His gift of an unused arc transmitter’s
magnetics to Ernest Lawrence in 1932 was used in a 42”
cyclotron at UC-Berkeley, and resulted in 6 Nobel prizes for
Berkeley physicists by 1960. He received the first IEEE Morris
N. Liebmann Memorial Award.

Archive of available SF Bay Area GRID Magazines is at this location:
https://ethw.org/IEEE_San_Francisco_Bay_Area_Council_History

At time of scanning, the bound volumes are held by Paul Wesling. January, 2021 Contact p.wesling@ieee.org







































































































































