EDITOR’S PROFILE of this issue

from a historical perspective ...
with Paul Wesling, SF Bay Area Council GRID editor (2004-2014)

November, 1961:

Cover: Joe Roizen, working on video tape recording for Ampex in Redwood City,
carries his instrumentation with him. One of my companies — DataDisk
(later renamed AmComp) — made a digital broadcast disk recorder based
on a head-per-track disk drive; the BDR-500 was used by early TV stations
to record and recall sports action for instant replay and slow-motion
repeats over their networks.

p. 6: Prof. Bernie Widrow of Stanford talks on “Digital Information in Networks
of Adaptive ‘Neurons’, following up on the September 1961 GRID front
cover with the memrister emulation (the ADALINE).

p. 9: Ed Ginzton reports on the life of Sig Varian, killed at the age of 60 when his
light airplane crashed off the coast of Mexico. With his brother Rus, he
was inventor of the klystron in 1937-39, a key device that opened up
microwave communications and high-definition radar, as well as linear
accelerators and cancer radiation therapy. He was also a principal in
starting Varian Associates.

p. 22: A photo shows the 150-foot dish being lifted onto its mount on a hill
behind the Stanford campus. The parabola weighs 70 tons.

p. 22: Spectra-Physics is formed by four founding members to engage in
research in laser physics and devices. The laser was invented only three
years before, by Charles Townes and Arthur Shawlow of Bell Labs. When |
took physics at Stanford in 1963-64, Shawlow had joined the faculty; he brought a clear balloon with a Mickey Mouse
balloon inside it into the room —then used a laser to burst the internal balloon without puncturing the outside one. It was
impressive! Spectra-Physics released its point-of-sale laser scanner in 1974.
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