EDITOR’S PROFILE of this issue

from a historical perspective ...
with Paul Wesling, SF Bay Area Council GRID editor (2004-2014)

June 15, 1962:

Cover: The map shows locations of electronics companies around the Bay Area
—what we now refer to as Silicon Valley. WEMA estimates that our
companies already produce 25% of the U.S. total of $13.2 billion in
electronics sales in 1962, with growth of 11% expected this year. Western
employment in our industry is up from 43,000 in 1961 to 47,000 this year.
A listing of the Bay Area electronics companies starts on page 18.

p. 13: At the Engineering Management chapter meeting, the vice-president of
General Telephone and Electronics Laboratories (GTEL) explains why GTE
decided to locate the Labs in the Stanford Industrial Park after purchasing
Sylvania. Following a 3-month survey, the Palo Alto area was chosen
based on the growing electronics industry located here, and its proximity
to Stanford and SRI; also, Lenkurt Electric (in San Carlos) was part of GTE.
The new circular building is eye-catching in the Stanford park. Which
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brings on another story: When IBM decided in the early ‘50’s that there y iy
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might be a market for rotating magnetic storage (DASD), they asked Ray
Johnson to scout out a West Coast location near one of their large
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customers — either Boeing in Seattle or the airframe companies in the Los | / e
Angeles area. But Ray preferred to locate it near Stanford; in addition, he =2 L SARM
could use the personnel and accounting functions at IBM’s Hollerith-card = iz

facility, set up in the ‘40’s in San Jose. So the new division set up shop at 99 Notre Dame Street in San Jose (where there’s
now an IEEE Milestone plague commemorating the RAMAC - Random Access Method of Accounting and Control), later
purchasing land on Cottle Road, shipping the first RAMAC 350 in 1957. This parallels the decision by Bill Shockley, at about
the same time, to locate his semi-conductor company in Mountain View rather than in Culver City (part of Los Angeles) and
hire top talent like Bob Noyce (from Philco, in Philadelphia), Gordon Moore (of “Moore’s Law”, commemorated by an IEEE
Milestone plaque in Mountain View), Gene Kleiner (founded the VC company Kleiner Perkins), and Jean Hoerni (inventor of
the planar process — an IEEE Milestone plaque, below, in Palo Alto commemorates this achievement). We can see the roots

of what is termed “Silicon Valley” (in the early ‘70’s) forming, to become the primary tech hub for the world. Somehow
“Storage Valley” never took off.
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Archive of available SF Bay Area GRID Magazines is at this location:
https://ethw.org/IEEE_San_Francisco_Bay_Area_Council_History

At time of scanning, the bound volumes are held by Paul Wesling. January, 2021 Contact p.wesling@ieee.org

















































































