EDITOR’S PROFILE of this issue

from a historical perspective ...
with Paul Wesling, SF Bay Area Council GRID editor (2004-2014)

July, 1960:

Cover: The joint SF GRID and LA BULLETIN prepares engineers for WESCON
(Western Electronic Show and Convention), co-sponsored by WEMA
(the Western Electronic Manufacturers Association).

Page 10: In Session 16, Bernie Widrow and Ted Hoff give a talk on “adaptive
Switching Circuits”.

Page 14: In Session 25, Jay Last of Fairchild (and one of Shockley’s
“traitorous eight”) gives a talk on “Solid State Micrologic Elements” —
what we today call ICs.

Page 16: Bernard Oliver of HP chairs a session on “Information Theory and
Modulation Methods”.

Page 26: Clarence Radius of CalPoly takes issue with the “Radio” in the IRE’s
name, saying we’ve outgrown this narrower field. He thinks
“electronic engineering” is much broader, and more inclusive. He goes
so far as to suggest deleting the term “electrical”, since electronics can
logically include this field. Maybe he’s on to something; in a few years,
the AIEE and the IRE decide to merge, to form the IEEE.

Page 37: A retrospective looks back at WESCON 1950. Known then as the
“Sixth Annual IRE West Coast Convention and Pacific Electronic
Exhibit”, it was subsequently shortened to the name above. The
technical program was introduced by Stanford’s dean Fred Terman,
later considered the “Father of Silicon Valley”, who spoke on “West

Coast electronics not only has a future, but also a long and significant past”. For a profile of the VERY early days of
electronics in the SF Bay Area, find my 2017 lecture to the Stanford Historical Society on YouTube: “The Origins of Silicon

Valley: Why and How it Happened Here”.
Bill Hewlett also served as a Session Chair at this 1950 event.

Archive of available SF Bay Area GRID Magazines is at this location:
https://ethw.org/IEEE_San_Francisco_Bay Area_Council_History

At time of scanning, the bound volumes are held by Paul Wesling.

July, 2021 Contact p.wesling@ieee.org



















































































































































