EDITOR’S PROFILE of this issue

from a historical perspective ...
with Paul Wesling, SF Bay Area Council GRID editor (2004-2014)

April, 1960:
Cover: Shown are several of the products that will be discussed at the
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Western Joint Computer Conference; for those who still can read ’ /
punched-tape ASCII, the code in the 7-punch tape (near the top) spells } "SR e
out the conference name. The 8-lead device at the right is Fairchild’s ‘
new 20 Mc (MHz) flipflop. o
6: Doug Engelbart (of “The Mother of All Demos” at the end of the

decade) writes an editorial forecasting that information systems (and b
the computers being developed by members of the IRE Group on b
Electronic Computers, of which he is chair) will take over 95% of the bco A
daily tasks we do now. One session at the upcoming WJCC addresses B
social implications of micro-electronics. | sat behind Doug at an event
perhaps a dozen years ago, at the Computer History Museum; | had
never realized how tall he was!

10: Gene Amdahl is a panelist in the first session of WJCC, on computer
organization trends, covering ways that computers may affect our
civilization in this decade. Gene had left IBM 5 years before, but
rejoins IBM in the fall of 1960. Famous as the chief architect of the
IBM System/360, he became an IEEE Fellow in 1965. He founded DL L
Amdahl Corp in 1970, where | worked for 7 years; he and | belonged to %\\ o
the same church, in Saratoga. He and his son founded Trilogy Systems & / S
in 1979, to integrate a full computer on a single wafer; cooling and i i
power-delivery turned out to be big problems.
20: Forty signatures have been obtained in support of forming a new local chapter on Circuit Theory (eventually developing
into today’s Circuits and Systems Society chapter).

20: J.C.R. Licklider, VP at BBN, is a panelist at WJCC. BBN made the IMP (Image Message Processor) behind the first nodes
of ARPANET; one at UCLA sent “LO” to the one at SRI (before crashing) — the first internet message. It used Vint Cerf’s
TCP/IP. Robert Taylor, founder of Xerox PARC’s computer science laboratory and then DEC’s Systems Research Center,
both in Palo Alto, credits his own work as extrapolations of Licklider’s vision.

24: The New Almaden Museum opens with a ribbon-cutting and an SF Section meeting. Doug Perham and his wife open
the event (shown in two photos). Doug explains that he got started collecting electronic artifacts on the advice of George
Westinghouse when Doug was just a boy, at the Chicago Worlds Fair in 1893.

52: IRE member William Davidow moves to the SF Bay area. Bill founds Mohr Davidow Ventures in 1983 as one of the early
VC firms. | met with Bill and made a “pitch” for a new device my partner and | wanted to produce (based on some IP |
licensed from Jack Kilby). However, we didn’t get the funding.

Theodore (Ted) Geiszler becomes a new IRE member. He founded a microwave company in Palo Alto, and (in retirement
now) is a friend of mine.
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Archive of available SF Bay Area GRID Magazines is at this location:
https://ethw.org/IEEE_San_Francisco_Bay Area_Council_History

At time of scanning, the bound volumes are held by Paul Wesling. July, 2021 Contact p.wesling@ieee.org
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