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Approximately three hundred and sixty-seven millions of
f railroad, electric, cable and steamboat lines are covered
U. S. Postal Service. There were transported over these
1ines 1ast year more than seventeen billion pleces of ordinary
first class mail, and thirty million pieces of registered mail.
Taking the present population of the United States at eighty
million souls, this means the handling of about two hundred and
thirteen pieces of mail a year for every man, woman and child 1in

the United States.
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The magnitude of the service having thus been briefly
stated, it becomes interesting to trace its origin and to note
some of the leading features in its development. Like the struggle
for Independence the postal service of this country originated in
Boston and culminated in Philadelphia. In May, 1677, in early
Colonial days, on petition of merchants of Boston, Mr. John Hayward,
serivever, was appolnted "to take in and convey letters according
to thelr direction". In July, 1683, William Penn issued an order
for the establishment of a post office at Philadelphia, and from
this office mails were sent out once a week as far as New Castle,
Delaware, the date of departure being "ecarefully published on the
meeting house door and other public places". 1In 1710, a post ofifidce
was established in New York which delivered letters and packages
within a radius of sixty miles at a cost of one shilling and four
pence an ounce, the lowest rate of postage for a single letter
being four pence. In 1737, the postmastership of Philadelphia was
tendered to Benjamin Franklin, which he quaintly says in his "Life"
he accepted readily, "and found it of great advantage; for, though
the salary was small, it facilitated the correspondence that improved
my newspaper, increased the number demanded, as well as the advertise-
ments to be inserted, so that it came to afford me a considerable
income." In 1753, Franklin became Deputy Postmaster General of
America by appointment of the home government, and was allowed to
keep all the profits he could make out of the office up to six
hundred pounds a year. He ran the Department for four years at a
loss to himself but great advantage to the country. He established
mail communication with New York by stage three times a week in the
summer and once a week in the winter, and gave Boston a weekly
instead of a fortnightly mail. When the Continental Congress under-
took to manage its own postal service, in 1774, Benjamin Franklin
Was unanimously chosen the first Postmaster General, at a salary of
$1000 a year, his residence to be in Philadelphia. The same Congress
authorized the establishment of a line of posts from Falmouth in
gew England to Savannah in Georgia, with as many cross posts as the
agstmaster General might see fit to establish. And this was practic-
. 1y the beginning of our present postal service. Nevertheless, in
Pite of the efforts of Franklin and others, the eighteenth century
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ned with less than a thousand post offices in the United States,
4 the whole business of the General Post Office was transacted
andsix men, one of whom was the Postmaster General. Thirty-five
by rs later, when railroads had been introduced, thelr first
e:empts at mail carrying were not successful, either in point of
at e or cost, and in several instances the Post Office Department
tiﬁ to return to the old system by stage coaches, both for expedi-
h?on and economy. In March, 1835, the contractor for carrying the
b ils between Philadelphia and New York complained that the rail-
maad usually took more than thirteen hours to make the trip from
rgrsey City to Philadelphia. Private expresses frequently carried
gmportant commercial news days ahead of the U. S. Mails, and even
the mall contractors themselves sometimes took pleasure in beating
the Post Office in the transmission of news. This led to the
insertion of a clause in the printed form of contract, which was
retained long after the telegraph had rendered it meaningless,
by which the contractor bound himself neither in person nor by
nis agent to "transmit or be concerned in transmitting commercial
intelligence more rapidly than by mail." It is a little curious,
as bearing upon the Government ownership of railroads which is now
sometimes seriously advocated, that in November, 1841, the Presi-
dent of one of the earliest railroads built, the Philadelphia,
Wilmington & Baltimore R.R.Co., proposed that if the Government
would issue scrip to his road to the amount of one million dollars,
at five percent, payable in twenty or thirty years, it could have
the perpetual control of the road as far as one mail a day was
concerned, free of charge. This offer was declined. The Post Office
Department now pays about $40,000,000 a year for railroad transporta-
gion of mails.,
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In 1835, mails between Washington and New Orleans occupied
330 hours in transit. They now take about 28 hours. In the same
year (1835) mails from Washington to St. Louils occupied 322 hours
in transit; they now are delivered in 20 hours. Mails from Wash-
ington to Cincinnati, in 1835, took 137 hours; now 16 hours suffice.
These are but sample illustrations of the rapid advances made in
the dissemination of intelligence through the mails. In point of
distances traversed for a single rate of postage within its own
borders, no nation equals the United States. A letter posted at
Miami, Florida, addressed to Blaine, Washington State, is carried
the whole distance of 3848 miles for two-cent postage; in like
manner a letter mailed at Presque Isle, Maine, is delivered to
the addressee in San Diego, California, a distance of 3878 miles,
for the same rate of postage. If our territorial possessions,
Porto Rico, Hawaii, and the Philippines, are taken into considera-
tlon, the distances covered for a single rate of postage are
immensely increased.



The most 1important step taken in recent years for the
emination of intelligence by the mails has Dbeen the establish-
dis® of rural free delivery. In 1897, when the plan of delivering
ment py carriers to residents of rural districts living remote
mal post offices was put to a test on probation, an appropriation
frO?uO 000 was considered sufficient for that burpose. Year by
g r tﬂe service has grown till now the annual appropriation for
o8 maintenance and extension exceeds $20,000,000, and the end is
1t: yet reached. The results obtained, however, are deemed to
nolly‘justify the expenditure. The enhanced cost of the service
{: to a large extent offset by a reduction of expenditure in other

ostal service superseded by rural delivery, and counter-balanced

g an increase of postal receipts resulting from improved mail
facilities. How keenly the benefits of the service are appreciated
py the people Served may be judged from the fact that though on the
first of October last over 27,000 rural routes were in operation,
nearly 4,000 petitions for the extension of the service to new
localities were pending that day before the Department unacted upon.
It is estimated that by the rural service the U. S. Mails are now
brought within easy reach of the homes of more than 12,000,000
residents of rural districts to whom the daily visit of the mail
carrier was previously a joy unknown.






