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Faccioli Dead,
Made Synthetic
Thunderbolts

Former Chief Engineer of
General Electric Called
Successor to Steinmetz

Developed  Generators

Crippled, He Made Notable
ExperimentsinWheelchair

By The Associated Press

PITTSFIELD, Mass., Jan. 13.—Giu-
seppe Faccioli, former chief engineer
of the Pittsfield works of the General
Electric Company, whose«experiments
in the high voltage transmission of |
electricity produced the nearest coun- |
terpart to lightning yet known, died
of pneumonia today at his home here.
He was fifty-six years old.

Created Artificial Thunderbolts s

Two years ago, Giuseppe Faccioli,
creator of artificial thunderbolts, re-
ceived the most coveted citation of the
electrical world when the Lamme
Medal was conferred upon him by the
American Institute of Electrical En-
gineers in recognition of his achieve-
ments as “successor” to the late Charles
Proteus Steinmetz.

. For many years Mr. Faccioli had
been associated with Steinmetz in the
General Electric Company’s labora-
tories. Like Steinmetz, he was a crip-
ple, conducting his experiments from
a wheel chair which his chauffeur
pushed about the testing room, and
also like the other scientist, who died
in 1923, his physical affliction seemed
to intensify his mental energy. But
while Steinmetz, originator of 'the
i lightning experiments, generated 1,-
000,000 volts, Faccioli juggled many.
times that amount—the most enor-
mous unit of electrical energy ever con-
trolled by man. {

Mr, Faccioli came to the United
States from. Italy when he was twenty-
five years old, a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Milan, and passed the first |
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and then, to learn something of elec- ‘
tric transpdrta ion, he joined the In-
terborough Rapid Transit Company.
In 1904 he went to the Crocker-
Wheeling Company to study manu-
facturing and his work was so im-
pressive that he was called to the
Stanley Laboratories as chief assistant
to William Stanley, inventor,

Developed Generators

When the Stanley plant was ab- J
sorbed by the General Electric Com- |]
pany in 1907, Mr. Faccioli served with 1
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the railway department at Schenectady
and later at Pittsfield, where he was
appointed works engineer in 1913. |
Meanwhile, the problem of power |!
transmission had become his chief in-
terest. Working with Frank W. Peek,
electrical engineer, who was killed in
an automobile accident last July, he
developed new’and more powerful gen-
erators for the storing up of the energy
which was to be used in a study of
causes and effects of lightning.

A frequent speculation of the scien-
tist was the possibility that one form
of matter might be transformed to an-
other form by the application of the
energy he had created. He knew that
by bombarding the atom with terrific
concentrated energy the number of
electrons in the atom might be
changed, but the problem of rebuild-
ing the broken-down structure into-an:
atom of some other form of matter
remained unsolved.

Fearless in Experiments

Mr. Faccioli had so little fear of
the high voltage arcs that he would
frequently approach in his wheelchair
to within ten feet of the thunderbolts
so that he could study them more
carefully,

He was born in Rome, Italy, on
April 7, 1877, a son of the late Colonsl
Luigi Faccioli, who fought under Gen=-
eral Garibaldi. His mother, Mrs. Flora
G. Faccioli, died in Pittsfield six days
ago.

Appointed associate manager and
works manager of the Pittsfield plant
of the General Electric Company in
1927, he retired in 1930, being suc-
ceeded as chief engineer by Mr. Peek.
| He was a fellow of the American In-
| stitute of Electrical Engineers and a
member of the American Physical So-
ciety and the British Institute of Elec-
trical Engineers. He was unmarried.
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