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Irwin Jacobs (left) and Andrew Viterbi with the new IEEE Milestone plaque. Photo by Chris Jennewein

Twenty-eight years ago to the day when Qualcomm‘s CDMA wireless technology was first

demonstrated, the San Diego company and its founders received a milestone award

from the nation’s top electronics association.

The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers‘ Milestone Award, which has

recognized such world-changing innovations as the transistor, the laser and the Internet,

on Tuesday was presented to Qualcomm and its founders for their breakthrough Code

Division Multiple Access, or CDMA, technology for encoding wireless transmission.

The IEEE Milestone Award “recognizes the seminal importance of CDMA,” said James

Thompson, Qualcomm’s chief technology officer, during a ceremony outside the

company’s headquarters in Sorrento Valley.

It is the 184th award in the IEEE’s history of over a century and the first for an innovation

in San Diego.

“An IEEE Milestone is really a big deal,” Thompson said, since it puts company founders

Irwin Jacobs and Andrew Viterbi in the same rank as Thomas Edison and Alexander

GET TIMES OF SAN DIEGO BY EMAIL

Our free newsletter is
delivered at 8 a.m. daily.

 

Please enter email address:

SUBSCRIBE

MOST POPULAR TODAY

Sheriff Gore Aims to Issue
More Concealed Gun Permits in
San Diego County 1,250 views
Murderball on the Muni Gym
Express: Ferocious Photos of
Quad Rugby 820 views
Lawmakers to Californians: Do
as We Say, Not as We Do 400
views
Southbound Amtrak Train Hits,
Kills Pedestrian in Oceanside
400 views
Fatal Crash on I-5 Closes All
Northbound Lanes in Carlsbad
250 views

SUPPORT TIMES OF SAN DIEGO

Times of San Diego is a free news website
that depends on advertising and your

ALL POLITICS CRIME BUSINESS SPORTS EDUCATION ARTS MILITARY TECH LIFE OPINIONSearch… 

LATEST NEWS   Weather Service Forecasts Hot Thanksgiving Across Southern California

https://www.facebook.com/TimesOfSanDiego
https://plus.google.com/+TimesofsandiegoNews
https://timesofsandiego.com/feed/
https://twitter.com/TimesofSanDiego
https://timesofsandiego.com/about/
https://timesofsandiego.com/staff/
https://timesofsandiego.com/contact/
https://timesofsandiego.com/advertise/
https://timesofsandiego.com/faq/
https://timesofsandiego.com/privacy-policy/
https://timesofsandiego.com/terms-of-service/
https://timesofsandiego.com/
https://timesofsandiego.com/category/tech/
https://timesofsandiego.com/author/chris-jennewein/
https://timesofsandiego.com/category/tech/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ftimesofsandiego.com%2Ftech%2F2017%2F11%2F07%2Fqualcomm-and-its-founders-recognized-for-historic-electronics-milestone%2F&t=Qualcomm%20and%20Its%20Founders%20Recognized%20for%20Historic%20Electronics%20Milestone&s=100&p[url]=https%3A%2F%2Ftimesofsandiego.com%2Ftech%2F2017%2F11%2F07%2Fqualcomm-and-its-founders-recognized-for-historic-electronics-milestone%2F&p[images][0]=https%3A%2F%2Ftimesofsandiego.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F11%2FIEEE-Milestone.jpg&p[title]=Qualcomm%20and%20Its%20Founders%20Recognized%20for%20Historic%20Electronics%20Milestone
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftimesofsandiego.com%2Ftech%2F2017%2F11%2F07%2Fqualcomm-and-its-founders-recognized-for-historic-electronics-milestone%2F&text=I%27m%20sharing%20an%20article%20from%20Times%20of%20San%20Diego
https://plus.google.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftimesofsandiego.com%2Ftech%2F2017%2F11%2F07%2Fqualcomm-and-its-founders-recognized-for-historic-electronics-milestone%2F
http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftimesofsandiego.com%2Ftech%2F2017%2F11%2F07%2Fqualcomm-and-its-founders-recognized-for-historic-electronics-milestone%2F&title=Qualcomm%20and%20Its%20Founders%20Recognized%20for%20Historic%20Electronics%20Milestone
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftimesofsandiego.com%2Ftech%2F2017%2F11%2F07%2Fqualcomm-and-its-founders-recognized-for-historic-electronics-milestone%2F&media=https%3A%2F%2Ftimesofsandiego.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F11%2FIEEE-Milestone.jpg&description=Qualcomm%20and%20Its%20Founders%20Recognized%20for%20Historic%20Electronics%20Milestone
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftimesofsandiego.com%2Ftech%2F2017%2F11%2F07%2Fqualcomm-and-its-founders-recognized-for-historic-electronics-milestone%2F&title=Qualcomm%20and%20Its%20Founders%20Recognized%20for%20Historic%20Electronics%20Milestone
mailto:?subject=Qualcomm%20and%20Its%20Founders%20Recognized%20for%20Historic%20Electronics%20Milestone&body=I%27m%20sharing%20an%20article%20from%20Times%20of%20San%20Diego:%20https%3A%2F%2Ftimesofsandiego.com%2Ftech%2F2017%2F11%2F07%2Fqualcomm-and-its-founders-recognized-for-historic-electronics-milestone%2F
https://timesofsandiego.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/IEEE-Milestone.jpg
https://www.qualcomm.com/
https://www.ieee.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Code-division_multiple_access
http://ethw.org/Milestones:IEEE_Milestones_Program
https://timesofsandiego.com/politics/2017/11/17/sheriff-gore-aims-to-issue-more-concealed-gun-permits-in-san-diego-county/
https://timesofsandiego.com/politics/2017/11/17/sheriff-gore-aims-to-issue-more-concealed-gun-permits-in-san-diego-county/
https://timesofsandiego.com/sports/2017/11/18/murderball-on-the-muni-gym-express-ferocious-photos-of-quad-rugby/
https://timesofsandiego.com/sports/2017/11/18/murderball-on-the-muni-gym-express-ferocious-photos-of-quad-rugby/
https://timesofsandiego.com/politics/2017/11/19/lawmakers-to-californians-do-as-we-say-not-as-we-do/
https://timesofsandiego.com/politics/2017/11/19/lawmakers-to-californians-do-as-we-say-not-as-we-do/
https://timesofsandiego.com/crime/2017/11/19/amtrak-train-hits-kills-pedestrian-in-oceanside/
https://timesofsandiego.com/crime/2017/11/19/amtrak-train-hits-kills-pedestrian-in-oceanside/
https://timesofsandiego.com/crime/2017/11/17/fatal-crash-on-i-5-closes-all-northbound-lanes-in-carlsbad/
https://timesofsandiego.com/crime/2017/11/17/fatal-crash-on-i-5-closes-all-northbound-lanes-in-carlsbad/
https://timesofsandiego.com/archives/
https://timesofsandiego.com/category/politics/
https://timesofsandiego.com/category/crime/
https://timesofsandiego.com/category/business/
https://timesofsandiego.com/category/sports/
https://timesofsandiego.com/category/education/
https://timesofsandiego.com/category/arts/
https://timesofsandiego.com/category/military/
https://timesofsandiego.com/category/tech/
https://timesofsandiego.com/category/life/
https://timesofsandiego.com/category/opinion/
https://timesofsandiego.com/
https://timesofsandiego.com/life/2017/11/19/weather-service-forecasts-hot-thanksgiving-holiday-across-southern-california/
https://timesofsandiego.com/jobs/


11/20/2017 Qualcomm and Its Founders Recognized for Historic Electronics Milestone - Times of San Diego

https://timesofsandiego.com/tech/2017/11/07/qualcomm-and-its-founders-recognized-for-historic-electronics-milestone/ 2/3

Powered by

Graham Bell. “It’s really quite an honor for Qualcomm and certainly the founders of

Qualcomm to see this happen.”

A plaque recognizing the milestone was unveiled by a drone, which pulled a covering

cloth skyward. Other plaques around the world recognize the first telephone

transmission in 1876, the first transatlantic radio signal in 1901, the first general purpose

computer in 1946, and the first integrated circuit in 1958, among other technological

firsts.

“The IEEE Milestones program honors significant technical achievements in all areas

associated with IEEE,” said Karen Bartleson, IEEE President and CEO. “We congratulate

Qualcomm for its work in CDMA which has helped transform the way that people

communicate around the world.”

As if to underscore the innovation at Qualcomm, the award comes a day after the

company received an unsolicited, $130 billion takeover bid from Broadcom, which said

in making the offer, “we have great respect for the company founded 32 years ago by

Irwin Jacobs, Andrew Viterbi and their colleagues, and the revolutionary technologies

they developed.”
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