EDITOR’S PROFILE of this issue

from a historical perspective ...
with Paul Wesling, SF Bay Area Council GRID editor (2004-2014)

"

March 1, 1962:

Cover: A numeric-controlled milling machine, programmed with paper tape,
installed at H-P. It is described more fully on page 6, for the Group on
Product Engineering and Production.

p. 7: Several letters are printed discussing the potential merger of IRE with
AIEE. One writer doesn’t like the proposed name of “Institute of Electrical
and Electronics Engineers” (IEEE) and prefers the one suggested by the
L.A. Section: “Society of Electronic and Electrical Engineers” (SEEE).
Another writer thinks the AIEE should be left alone to die.

p. 8: The Spring Joint Computer Conference kicks off in San Francisco. Doug
Engelbart of SRI has a talk on “Man-Machine Cooperation”. Doug goes
on, in 1968, to give the “Mother of All Demos” at the ACM/IEEE Fall Joint
Computer Conference. He demonstrates many new technologies: the
mouse, networking, the graphical display, hypertext, video conferencing
and more in his 1.5 hour demo. This work at the Stanford Research
Institute (SRI) spawned Xerox-PARC's Alto computer (in 1973), and
inspired Steve Jobs to design the Apple Lisa and Macintosh. | met Doug at
the Computer History Museum at one of the presentations there. | also
participated in restoration of an Alto computer with Ken Shirriff in Marc
Verdiell’s basement in Atherton (see figure); it was neat to bring up the
WYSIWYG word processor. Read about them
in SPECRTUM.

p. 12: William (Bill) Perry of Sylvania is awarded the
US Army’s Outstanding Civilian Service Medal,
its highest honor, for development of highly
sophisticated electronic-warfare systems. He
goes on to found ESL to advance Sylvania’s
analog methods into the digital realm.

p. 16: This announcement says the new Palo Alto
Cabafiia Hotel will include the Space-Electronics
Executive Club, to include a 1,400-chair
auditorium; corporate memberships go on sale
soon. Built by Doris Day and Jay Sarno, it’s
where the Beatles stayed in 1965 and the
Jefferson Airplane played in 1966. | don’t think
the Executive Club got off the ground.
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The Alto during restoration, in Marc Verdiell’s basement.
(Source: KenShirriff)

Archive of available SF Bay Area GRID Magazines is at this location:
https://ethw.org/IEEE_San_Francisco_Bay_Area_Council_History
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