EDITOR’S PROFILE of this issue

from a historical perspective ...
with Paul Wesling, SF Bay Area Council GRID editor (2004-2014)

August, 1961:
In July and August, the LA Section (Bulletin) and the SF Section (Grid)
jointly publish the GRID-BULLETIN; it promotes the WESCON show and is
distributed to members in both Sections. Although it has its own volume
number (6), I’'m treating it as a continuation of the GRID volume 7.

Cover: the ruby used in a Hughes laser is shown.

p.12: Prof. Joseph Pettit, dean of engineering at Stanford, received the first
Region 7 Achievement Award in 1952. He had received both his EE and
PhD from Stanford during WW II, and is an IRE Fellow. He went on to
become the president of Georgia Institute of Technology. Photo on p. 50.

p. 14: Simon Ramo, of TRW (Thompson Ramo-Wooldridge, Inc), received the
Region 7 Achievement Award in 1953. He is an IRE Fellow. Photo: p. 66.

p. 18: Arnold Beckman is the WESCON luncheon speaker, on “Electronics:
Ageless ... or Aging?” He founded Beckman Instruments in 1935, and by
the 1950’s it was quite profitable. A short story: When Nobel prize-winner : 8 e
Bill Shockley left Bell Labs and returned to CalTech to teach, Beckman ; ke
offered to underwrite a startup for him, suggesting that he locate it in ; ’
Culver City (part of Los Angeles). Shockley took the funding, to form
Shockley Semiconductor Laboratory, but he decided he’d rather return to
Palo Alto, where his mother still lived near the Stanford campus and he :
could become a Stanford faculty member. He started his company in Mountain View (a
stone’s throw from Palo Alto). There is now a plaque and sculpture at that location (see
photo), where the old Sears store used to be, on San Antonio Road.

p. 18: A photo of William (Bill) Eitel, an IRE Fellow. He went to Los Gatos High School and
worked part-time at his father’s quarry and uncle’s motor-car company, then went to
Stanford, taking Fred Terman’s first Communications Engineering class in 1925. Bill
headed up the tube shop at Heinz & Kaufman during the late 1920’s, then in the early ‘30’s
founded (with Jack McCullough) Eitel-McCullough (known fondly to Hams as Eimac) to
make HF and microwave tubes.

p. 20: Region 7 of the IRE grew considerably as the Bay Area and west coast became the hub of
electronics: From 683 members in 1940 to 19,037 in 1960.

p. 20: Prof. Marvin Chodorow of Stanford commented on the presentation of the Region 7
Electronic Achievement Award to Dr. Louis Zitelli of Varian Associates, for breakthroughs
in microwave high-power tubes. Chodorow pioneered uses of the klystron tube, invented
at Stanford by Russ and Sig Varian in 1937-1939. The new x-band tube should make
possible mapping of the moon’s surface. Zitelli is profiled on page 46.

p. 28: The China Lake Section in Ridgecrest CA is described. | visited NOTS (the Naval Ordnance
Testing Station) at China Lake as a Scout in 1960, and witnessed the firing of the rocket
sled and the use of a Sidewinder missile to shoot down a drone.

p. 32: A photo of Les Hogan of Motorola, inventor of the microwave gyrator under Bill Shockley
and an IRE Fellow; he later becomes president of Fairchild Semiconductor with a group known as
“Hogan’s Heroes”. He received the IEEE Frederik Philips Award in 1975. | know his daughter.

p. 50: A tribute to Region 7 IRE Fellow Lee de Forest, who died in 1961. He invented the audion tube,
and patented the amplifier and oscillator circuits in Palo Alto in the 1910’s.

p. 62: Cyril Ellwell, the “grandfather of Silicon Valley”, is an IRE Fellow. As a new Stanford grad, he
licensed the Poulsen arc transmitter from Denmark and founded Federal Telegraph in 1909.

p. 64: Prof. David Tuttle of Stanford is an IRE Fellow. He was resident faculty at my freshman dorm in
1962, and | got to know his family.

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Source: Computer History Museum

Archive of available SF Bay Area GRID Magazines is at this location:
https://ethw.org/IEEE_San_Francisco_Bay Area_Council_History

At time of scanning, the bound volumes are held by Paul Wesling. January, 2021 Contact p.wesling@ieee.org
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