EDITOR’S PROFILE of this issue

from a historical perspective ...
with Paul Wesling, SF Bay Area Council GRID editor (2004-2014)

May, 1960:
Cover: A photo shows two Boeing 707’s flying near Mt. Rainier to highlight

the Region 7 conference to be held in Seattle.

Page 10: The new constitution for the Section is ready for adoption. There

is an Operating Committee that cares for administrative details, and a
Program Committee that’s concerned with the various Chapters and
their operation. It provides a framework for the ongoing work of the
SF Section.

Page 32: Bob Noyce and Gene Kleiner lead a tour of Fairchild’s new plant on

Whisman Road; both are members of the “traitorous eight” that left
Shockley to form the new company. Noyce explains his management
philosophy regarding commercial products, market understanding,
and the advantages (and limitations) of being a small company.
Kleiner, in charge of manufacturing engineering, discusses the
furnaces and equipment, the seven assembly lines, and the three
shifts of workers. Kleiner goes on to form our first large venture
capital firm with Tom Perkins.

Page 36: The photo shows Lenkurt’s automatic toroidal winding machine,

used to make inductors for linesets (which needed filters with sharp
cut-off frequencies). | have a story, from my time at Lenkurt: In 1969,
several of these winders were sent to our factory in Guadalajara,
Mexico, so we could reduce costs. Some months later, there were
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unexplained failures among our lineset filters, whose parameters had drifted from what was needed. Investigation found
that the trifilar windings weren’t done according to specification: The variously colored fine wires weren’t in the right
places. Turns out the Mexican women winding the toroids didn’t feel that the way we’d designed them was pleasing to the
eye, so they modified the placement of the windings to give a more artistic flavor!

Archive of available SF Bay Area GRID Magazines is at this location:
https://ethw.org/IEEE_San_Francisco_Bay_Area_Council_History

At time of scanning, the bound volumes are held by Paul Wesling.
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