December, 1959:
Cover: This Philco WDL 3-axis 60-foot dish is one of several built for
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Lockheed for communications with satellites. More details on page 5.
10: Five of the seven IRE honor awards this year went to present/past
SF Section members; one went to Prof. Allen Peterson, my undergrad
advisor. Of 76 new IRE Fellows, 8 are from our Section, including
Stanford’s Prof. John Linvill (one of my instructors) and Prof. David
Tuttle (who was the resident faculty member at my freshman house).

I got to know his daughter Jacqueline, then in high school. Photos are
on page 12.

24: Jay Last of Fairchild (one of Shockley’s “traitorous eight”) speaks to
the Electronic Computers group, describing a 20 Mc (MHz) flipflop
made entirely out of silicon and fabricated from a wafer measuring
100 mils (2.5 mm) on a side. The new integrated device is mounted in
a TO-9 case. This is likely the first IRE meeting to describe a working
IC. By comparison, today’s wafers are 300 mm in diameter.

28: The New Almaden Museum is taking shape under the Perham
Foundation. Douglas Perham (see November issue, page 12) is
president, with Ralph Heintz (founder of Heintz & Kaufman, an early
HF radio company and local Ham) as vice president. Leonard Fuller is a
director. Leonard is the grandfather of a friend of mine who showed
me a box of “goodies” left to him from Fuller’s days as Chief Engineer
of Federal Telegraph, our first electronics company (started in 1909). M, :
Fuller was Stanford’s first EE PhD in 1919, and went on to head up UC-Berkeley’s engmeerlng school He offered a large
magnet from one of Federal’s arc transmitters to Earnest Lawrence to fabricate a 42-inch cyclotron, leading to 6 Nobel
prizes by 1960 for UC-B researchers. From that box of goodies we retrieved two Audion vacuum tubes made in about 1913
(see photo of one in my profile of the November issue).

36: Among engineers moving into the Bay Area, David Leeson arrives at Stanford. He became a licensed amateur (Ham)
operator in 1952 (now W6NL). In 1968 he founds California Microwave, goes on to be an IEEE Fellow, and raced cars for
several years (won two national championships). He’s trustee of Stanford’s amateur station W6YX, and has several lectures
and articles on the history of local technology. Tom Perkins, an EE from MIT, joins the IRE as a new member, working at HP,
where he heads up the research department in 1963. He goes on in 1973 to found our first venture capital firm, Kleiner-
Perkins, on Sand Hill Road. He served as chairman of Tandem Computers, where | worked for 17 years. He also served as
chair of Genentech, the world’s first genetic engineering company (funded by his VC firm).

Archive of available SF Bay Area GRID Magazines is at this location:
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