H*****,

One difficulty I see in your proposal is that some countries do not have a letter 'C' in their alphabets (or would you prefer me to write 'alfabet' ?) and in some it is a soft 'c' (like 's' in American but not like 's' in Hungarian) while in others it is a hard 'c' (like 'k' in American).

So how would C-IEEE be pronounced? (like the start of 'kayak' ? or like the start of 'Simon'?).

If IEEE-Canada becomes C-IEEE what would a future IEEE-China become?  The same?

If IEEE-USA becomes A-IEEE, what will you do about IEEE-Austria and IEEE-Australia.  I know that many in USA do not distinguish these two and expect to see kangaroos in Vienna (otherwise known as Wien or Becs, so be careful about just using the initial letter).  

Perhaps most people in USA are aware that there is a place called South America which is not part of the USA, and there are surely some who know that USA does not include the whole of North America - so the attempted equivalence of 'USA' and 'America' is not a good one. If adopting this single-initial designation, then IEEE-USA should therefore become U-IEEE - along with IEEE-Uruguay and IEEE-Ukraine and IEEE-United-Kingdom-and-Republic-Ireland.

If that does not seem appropriate for some reason, how about C-IEEE for IEEE-USA as a reminder of Columbus, who certainly was not the discoverer of America anyway.  If IEEE-USA and IEEE-Canada both become C-IEEE that could be a first step that would upset mainly the Quebecois, and a later step could be to use C-IEEE for IEEE-Continental-Europe, IEEE-Chile and IEEE-Celtic-Nations.  

C-IEEE would also naturally be used for IEEE-Cyprus (North and South) and, by the proponents of the 'hard-c' pronunciation, it would do for IEEE-Korea (North and South).    In any case, IEEE-China (and  Taiwan, of course, and all those places with big Chinatowns) would be included in the C-IEEE category.

In no time at all, we would find that C-IEEE covered the whole world and a simple motion of a future  BoD to make huge savings in toner and ink by dropping the 'C-' and reverting to the simpler name of 'IEEE' could take place in about 100 years time.    

As previously remarked on another occasion, by moving the staff operations from Piscataway to somewhere in Estonia, IEEE would be able to replace the domain name @ieee.org by @ie.ee, which would be much more distinctive, and the 'dot' before the last 'ee' would be a constant reminder of the reduction in infrastructure costs of (at least) 100 achieved by the offshore relocation.     IEEE itself could be renamed IE.EE as a further reminder, and all these changes would save further money because it would be possible to postpone the hiring of costly consultants to propose a new corporate image for IEEE, we would have done it all ourselves.

Rather than your suggested implementation date of 1 Jan 2006, I propose 1 Apr 2006 (that is if we cannot get it completed on 29 Feb 2005). 

Tony Davies

*******  2004

At *******04, H***** wrote:

Since I seem to be creating no controversy at all. how about some comments on this (copied below and attached). 

H***** 

Motion – Single (or multiple country) IEEE organizations will use a naming convention that shall consist of a letter that designates a country or a group of countries, a dash, and IEEE. For example,  IEEE-USA will become A-IEEE for American IEEE, and IEEE Canada will become C-IEEE. Future single/multiple country IEEE organizations will follow this new naming model (or perhaps E-IEEE for European Union IEEE). Name changes to match this convention will be put in place by 1 Jan 2006. 

Throughout IEEE and its supporting documentation, wherever IEEE-USA appears, it shall be changed to A-IEEE, and wherever IEEE Canada appears it shall be changed to C-IEEE. 

Statement of the problem - Through the entities of IEEE, there is concern about confusion that is created amongst the public and other organizations about the relationship of IEEE and, primarily, IEEE-USA, what a President of IEEE-USA is in relationship to the President of IEEE, etc. The similarity of names also creates confusion outside of the USA about the independence of IEEE as an international organization as opposed to an American organization. Aside from the simple change of name and acronym, there are no other or hidden changes or intentions. 

Pro – The change will create stronger differentiation between IEEE and the part of IEEE that represents members career and public policy interests within the USA. As we grow in the 

future, we will have a uniform naming convention to use for this growth. 

Con – The new name will have to be socialized within the communities that now know the current OUs as IEEE-USA and IEEE Canada. 

Cost – Negligible (stationary, websites, banners, etc. will have to change) 

