EDITOR’S PROFILE of this issue

from a historical perspective ...
with Paul Wesling, SF Bay Area Council GRID editor (2004-2014)

November, 1959:

Cover: An image furnace at SRl is used to ignite solid propellants and
measure the energy output (page 10).

Page 6: With membership at 3,600 and growing 10% each year, the Section
needs to centralize services to the groups (chapters). A listing shows
the tasks and services that might be provided by dedicated staffing
and standardized processes.

Page 12: A photo shows Doug Perham showing an electron tube to a visitor
to the New Almaden Museum. The article says he’s starting a 10-
lecture class on the “History of Electronics”, of which he was a key
player. Our first electronics company — Federal Telegraph — was
located at his home and property in Palo Alto for a number of years,
and Lee de Forest (inventor of the electronic vacuum tube, the
oscillator circuit, and the amplifier circuit) used one of the buildings
there for several years. At some point in the future, he’ll start the
Perham Foundation and the Foothill College Electronics Museum
(which many of us visited). Unfortunately, Foothill decided not to
continue housing the museum; many of its collections are now at the
History San Jose site, where portions are occasionally put on display. |
have access to an Audion tube (below) that were manufactured in
about 1913, while Perham was Chief Engineer at Federal Telegraph.

Page 17: An artist’s sketch shows a 142-foot radio-telescope that is going to
be built on a hill behind the Stanford campus. Its million-watt transmitter wnII study the sun and planets by radar. We
know it today as “The Dish”.

Page 38: Bernard Widrow moves to a position at Stanford, and shows up in the listing of new-to-the-area IRE members. He goes
on to become the director of SLAC. | met with Bernard a few years ago and he agreed to be on my panel on the klystron for
the Section’s Silicon Valley Technology History committee. Unfortunately, he was ill at the time of the panel, so wasn’t able
to participate. Lofti Zadeh moves into the area for a position at UC-Berkeley; his specialty was fuzzy sets and fuzzy theory, a
generalization of classical and J W[k
Boolean logic, and the Z-transform
for signal processing.
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