academic years, three ENTS students recently from India decided to do their drive testing
late at night to avoid traffic. They were driving in a residential area in Wheaton at about 20
mph around 2 AM. Someone must have noticed this suspicious vehicle with two antennas on
the top and foreign looking people in it going slowly and notified the police. Suddenly the
students were stopped by several Montgomery County Police cars and questioned for over
an hour. The police then escorted them to the Beltway and told them to go directly home.
When the students arrived at their apartment in Spring Hill Lake, several Prince Georges
County Police cars were waiting for them. The police took the laptop PC and then said it
had been reported as stolen. The students showed the police the sales receipts and shipping
documents for the PC to prove that they had bought it legally. However, the police kept the
PC, gave the students a contact number, and left. They were not charged with any offenses.
By now it had been many hours and was early in the morning and the students were totally
terrorized.

The three students sent frantic e-mail messages to Dr. Dellomo and me, since I was the
Director of the ENTS Program, asking for help. We contacted the Provost, Dr. Bill Destler
who had originated the ENTS Program while he was Chairman of ECE, and Dr. Nariman
Farvardin who was Dean of Engineering, asking the University to help these students. The
matter was turned over to the campus police chief since police know how to work with other
police units. The PC was returned over a week later and I suspect it may have been examined
by the FBI. Dr. Farvardin arranged a meeting with the students, myself, Dr. Dellomo, and
a few other University administrators to show the students the University cared about their
welfare and to help them get over their traumatic introduction to the U.S. law enforcement
system. Dr. Dellomo now warns students in his course not to do drive tests late at night and
gives them a letter explaining that they are doing a project for a course at the University of
Maryland and includes his telephone numbers.

27 Creative Answers to Exam Questions

Over the years, I have seen students give very creative answers to exam questions. Some of
the best ones are included here.

27.1 A Miracle

A question on an ENEE 425 Digital Signal Processing exam was “Prove the bandpass signal
representation formula.” The student writes three vaguely relevant lines at the beginning
and the almost correct bandpass signal representation formula at the bottom and his proof
in the middle is “miracle happens here.”
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27.2 The Axioms of Probability

A question on one final exam for ENEE 324 Engineering Probability was “What are the
three axioms of probability?”
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The image of the last two lines may not be clear to you. They are “Probability THAT I Am
SWEATING Because I DON'T remember 3 is ~ 1.”
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27.3 A Sad Story
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I never saw this student again. Should I have referred him to the Counseling Center? His
course average was 36.75/100 and I gave him and F for the course.
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27.4 Mercy
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This plea did not help. The student had a course average of 37/100 and received an F for
the course. I guess it means I am not a great man.

27.5 Lack of Sleep
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This student had a course average of 33.5/100 and received an F for the course.
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27.6 The Winner

This student seemed to be staring at the ceiling during most of an ENEE 324 final exam.
I was curious to see what he wrote in his exam book. The following four images show
his creative work. His score on this final exam was 12/100 leading to a grade of F with
probability 1.

27.6.1 Divine Worship

Notice the additions to the Academic Dishonesty Notice in exam books. Divine worship did
not help this student.
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27.6.2 Exam Rules

This student added some items to the list of examination rules printed in exam books.

EXAM_INATIO& RULES
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27.6.3 Nutritional Information

I had never considered the nutritional value of exams before!
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27.6.4 The ENEE 324 Ship Sinks

Perhaps this student was better suited to a career in graphics arts.

8.4

27.7 ENEE 322 Essay

Someone wrote this essay in an exam book during the hour and 15 minute first exam for
ENEE 322 Signals and Systems on March 15, 2011 and turned it in.
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28 Department Heads and Chairmen

Here is a list of the regular and acting Department Heads and Chairmen I have seen during
my years at the University of Maryland.

1. George Corcoran, Head, (while I was student)

2. Howard Tompkins, Head, 1965 (7) —1967

3. Henry Price, Acting Head, fall 1967

4. Nicholas DeClaris, Head, Spring 1968 — 1974

5. Don Gross, Acting Co-Chairman, 1974-75 from wind tunnel
6. Bob Harger, Chairman, 1975-79

7. Jim Pugsley, Acting Chairman, 1980

8. Lee Davisson, Chairman, 1980-85

9. Bill Destler, Acting Chairman, Spring 1986; Chairman, Fall 1986-94
10. Nariman Farvardin, Chairman, 1994-2000
11. Steve Marcus, Chairman, 2000-05
12. Patrick O’Shea, Chairman, 2005-June 30, 2011
13. Ramalingam Chellappa, Acting Chairman, July 1, 2011-2012

14. Ramalingam Chellappa, Chairman, July 1, 2012—present
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