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Cherles L. Clarks, ferser well known resident of
pneetady, oliest of the "dissn rlonesrs snd last of the
sarter seabsra of the Amerisan Institute Of Tleotriecal
Englneers, dled at his homs ia Hewton, ¥aea. today. ' was
in his 38th yesr but despite uis age hed been active uatil
& few days ago when eiricken wilh pneusonia
Hr. Clarke wes one of the few asn present in 18582
when Thomas /. "dlson epened the Fearl street stetion ia
Hew Tork, the warld®s firast electric generating plant for
supplying carrent for the operetion of his electrie lamps.

of the %isoa Tleetrie Light Comparny somewhat aore than 8
yesr previcusly, e’ having charge of all ths mechaniecal
sngineering involved in developing the Tdigon aystem,

He had worked shoulder to shoulder with Tdison throughe

out the year and 8 helf of prelisinery work that preceded the
opening of the ‘earl street gensrating stetion. o had |
designed soms of ihe equipsent for that ststlon, which was
used as long sa the stetion existed. e and Zdlaon had re-
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repeatedly, iz the ¢o ree of their dally weork, traveled from
agedquarters of the Zdlson Company, et 68 Fifih avenue,
domntoun $0 the Edison lachine “orks st 104 Ooerck atrest
(mmmmammﬁmm}. thance to ihe site
of the PFearl street statiem, aftsr thet, perhaps, to the
Tactory of Dsrgmenm & Company, on Avenue A, or %o tho plant
of the Ydleson Tube Uompany, on “ashington strest. In all these
esntors work for the Pearl strest stetion was in progress.
The deys were the Dublest of Clarke's long carser, and the
nights were buay ss well. Tdlson oftem slept on a pile of
castelren plpes in the dasp Lesesent of ths Pearl sirest
bullding. Clarke had llving quarters on the upper floers of
€5 Fifth avarme, ilreectly over his office.

On the morning of Jeptember 4, 1282, Clarke went to
the resrl strest station sbout § o'elokk and found "disen
already there, wesriag & W cont and 2 hlghecrownsd derly
hat, They looked over the machimery together, and Sdison
soon had his froek cost off, whille his derdy becase smesred
with machine grosse za the day procesded,

Clerke sas thers when, later in the morning, Zdisen
denled himself %o a besad of newspaper rejporisrs who Led hesrd
rusgres thet t.e eubstotlon wes to vegln operation thad day and
nad coms bounding wp the etairs sesking informsticn, disen
would not even allow thea 1o euter the dymame roow bul shoosd
them downuteirs ageined posted a guurd at the street door. o
®ag aprshansive thet the gee compenieg wsuld learn of his plans
and in case of sny fellure of the apparatus the ges poople, he
thought, would exaggerste the 4iffioulties snd hurt his dusiness,
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Hdimon wanted the actual opening of the asystez to ba
unspectacniar ani gquiet. After thad he wos willing %0 taliwe-
if thinge seat well., Consequemtly scarcely s dosen people wers
aldowed to enter the bullding thet afterncon when at 3 o'cleck
the “ehief” ordered the switeh closed and current 4o be sent
into the aystew. Iveryone present was a trusted Tdisen eaployes,

Clarie well remssbers how Ddigem, after one more round
of inepection, ressrked: *i think we're ready, Clarke,” and
hen aedded Lo Jam ¢, Lieb, yo thful sleetrician of ihe
shotion. Lleb, stendi-g of & bvox, pushed into plsce the handle
of the Uig knife ewiteh, snd ithe circouit of the {irst Juabo
dynenc Bxs #M Rleetriec cwrrent, fowing through under-
ground conductors, aup.iled ilmeadescent lamps to fiity-aine
castosers seetiered through & squere mile of downtown lenhattan,
fneluding the finencisl distriet. The offices of Irexel,
dorgsn & Company, and particulariy the privete office of
Fherpont dorgsn, who ad helped to finanee Tdison's company
for immaniescent lig-ting, wers illusineted as well as two
newepayer oflices and several mercantile establlishments.

“he old Fearl street stal.on, which becsme the nuclous
of She present graat Newiork “dison Company, was also the
aother of the electric utility business as it exists today
in the Unitel Ctsies. luwerous leeal idiseon companies nMﬁ
from She Hew Tork Company, the newme of walch wes originally
the Zdison Tledtrie liluslmeiing Company of New York. The
convenlence anl general seceplabiiity of the Incandescent
lasg led to its wide usgge and ia tiss the locel insendesc
lswp lighting companies absorbed the are-light companies
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in their own commmities. Lorsover the incamiiescent lamp
was the resson for the wiring of dwellligs snd business
ploces, as well as :@ﬁwm, a0 that hut e stage wae
set for the grest sxpansion of the electrie industry waiech
came Lo wiih e adopllon of elsciric power and electirie heat.

4 few years ags when lewy Ferd Jdesired o have zeveral
réplicas made of the old Tilsen bipeler geserastor bullt for
his mageun et Dearbon, lr. Cimrke anst only redesigned the
slans and specificstions but directed the mmnufscture of the
mechines, o was the only @an allve ot the tise who knoew
how the ariginal generators sere bullt.

Hr. Clarke wmas born ls Portland, lelne, April 18, 1883,
After gradustion from the Fortland high school he went Lo
work for the Boston & Meine railrosd. Later he entersd
Bowioin College, srecuwsting in 1567 and teught sohool st
Cheltenhasa jcadesy, near hiledelpnla, 'ul as he 00e e
merked he folt he was not cut out for a school teacher, so
when an old college cluaszante, E’rwia Upton, w.o had Mm
sssocisted with Zdison, wrote him in Decealer, 1699, taat
"Edigon will glve you 18, a weok to work for him®, he
sscepted the offer. ‘hen Sdison moved his plant to Sohenectady
in 1888, dr. Clerke eame wit: him and continued to work for
Gemmr sl Fleetric until retired on liovesber 1, 1331, Coen
after he moved Lo Hewtam, Hase., whers he resided with nis
wife and one son at 109 Uakleigh road wntil the time of his

paseg
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C. L. CLARKE, EDISON COWORKER, DIES

Charles Lorenzo Clarke, oldest of the Edison piloneers and
last of seventy-one charter members of the American Institute
of Electrical Engineers, succumbed to pneumonia on October 9th

at his home in Newton, Mass. He was eighty-eight years old.

Mr. Clarke worked with Thomas A. Edison from 1880 to 1884,
first as research assistant and later 38 the great inventor!s
chief engineer. He supervised the mechanical engineering in-
volved in the construction and operation of the Edison Company's
central station at 257 Pearl Street, New York City, the world's
first generating plant for incandescent lamp current. During
this period he also designed the famous Jumbo dynamos and many

electric generators.

Mr. Clarke was born in Portland, Me. on April 16, 1853.
Upon graduating from high school he went to work for the Boston
& Maine Railroad, later studying at Bowdoin College. He taught
school for a while, but gave that up to join Edison and his
workers at Menlo Park, N.J.

Leaving the Edison Company in 188%4, Mr. Clarke became
engineer for the Telemeter Company, New York, and later for the
Gibson Electric Company, a concern interested in the development

of storage batteries.
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In 1889 Mr. Clarke became a consulting engineer, specializing
in patent work. He served as engineer for the board of patent
control of the General Electric Company and Westinghouse from
1901 to 1911, when he was appointed consulting engineer for
General Electric. He remained with General Electric until his

retirement ten years ago.

Mr. Clarke was a member of the American Socilety of Mechanical
Engizeers, the New York Electrical Society, and an honorary fellow
of the American Electro-therapeutic Association. He held Bachelor

of Science, Master of Science, and Civil Engineering degrees.
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Please send me a glossy print (A-T4308) of Charles L.
Clarke, Edison co-worker and last of the A.I.E.E. charter

members.
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