EDITOR’S PROFILE of this issue

from a historical perspective ...
with Paul Wesling, SF Bay Area Council GRID editor (2004-2014)

FEBRUARY, 1961:

Cover: Today, microwave ovens are in every home. Back in 1961,
though, this was fairly new. Shown is the Litton L-3189 magnetron
(dubbed the “microtron”) that provides energy for the Tappan
oven shown in the background on a test system. Litton’s tube
division (in San Carlos) was the successor to Eimac’s klystron tube
business.

P 10: We get a preview of WESCON (The Western Electronic Show and
Convention), to be held this year in Northern California at the SF
Cow Palace. WESCON is owned by the SF and LA Sections of the
IRE, and the Western Electronic Manufacturers Association (WEMA
—p. 22). We see the eligibility rules for manufacturers and their
distributors. There is concern that the space at the Cow Palace
may not be enough, and extra space may be rationed.

p. 15: PGPEP shares a profile of a typical “Silicon Valley” startup. Melabs
is self-funded by four founders, with 80% owned by the principals.
All 175 employees have stock or stock options. Most revenue is l
from government contracts, such as ferrites used in masers. This =
was in the days before general availability of venture capital, but it fits the profile of a Silicon VaIIey startup.

P. 16: A new Professional Group gets started to cover Radio Frequency Interference —the 17th Group. It follows startup of a
Circuit Theory Group (see p. 6). This grew into our current EMC Society.

p. 32: Wernher von Braun, of NASA, speaks at the local meeting of the American Institute of Electrical Engineers (AIEE). We'll be
seeing more coverage of AIEE later this year as a potential merger with the IRE comes under discussion.
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Archive of available SF Bay Area GRID Magazines is at this location:
https://ethw.org/IEEE_San_Francisco_Bay_Area_Council_History

At time of scanning, the bound volumes are held by Paul Wesling. January, 2021 Contact p.wesling@ieee.org
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