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om the Illuminating Engineering Society,
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STATEMENT FHDM%JULIUS I8LS, PRESIDENT, ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING SOCIETY,
\ ON,‘_.fDEATH OF THOMAS A. EDISON.

-

The full fruition of the life work of Thomas Alva Edison will
never be known by the present generation. He is the father of illuminating
engineering and his name, synonymous with light, will carry down through
the ages., He ﬁas been an honorary member of the Illuminating Engineering
Society for many years and though his passing leaves an insurmountable
void, it is our willing privilege to work with the tools he has left us.
Civilization has benefitted widely by his hand and the world is di;med
with sorrow et his departure, a world that is vastly better and brighter

in overy respect because he lived.

JULIUS DANIELS, President.



Guy Bartlett, News Bureau @QM WA‘
General Electric Company {
Schenectady, N. Y. %’&ﬂf

Gerard Swope, President:
"It is difficult to express in any statement an

apyreciation of the significance of Mir, Edison's life and con-
tributions. Not only have Wis achievements and many inventions
contributed to the progress of eivilization and the benefit of
mankind, but also his philosophy of living and his encouragemen b
of youth has been & tremendous stimulation not only to his own

generation but to many generations %o come,"
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E. W. Riee, jr., Honorery Chairman of the Board of Directors:
".merica has lost one of its most famous citizens

and the world one of its greatest benefactors, in the death of

Thomge A. Edison.
"ien from all countries have celebrated recently

in London the centenary of Michael Faraday's epoch-making dis-
gover y--the method of producing electrieity from magnetism--a
discovery which formed the foundation of our amazing electrieal
development. Hdison perhaps more than any other person, building
upon the facts and principles disclosed by the researches of
Paraday, suceessfully developed and applied its results on a
large scale to the needs of our workaday world.

"mdisom may be best remembered as the iaventor of

the practical incandesceni elecirie lamp, and of the speaking
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phonograph. The first regarded as the most useful and the second
as the most novel of his many inventions, But he has even larger
claims upon our gratitude, as in a very real sense he was the
founder of our eleetrical era. He first employed in practice the
only methods by which eleatrical energy ecould be generated, dis-
tributed and utilized on a scale suited to our modern life, What
a fine thing it would be if such a useful and inspiring personality
could be granted a span of life commensurate with his value and
usefulness %o the world. If so, Bdison would have lived for ages.
We are too near to see his life in proper perspective., Future
generz tions will honor his mewory equally with its heroes in

other fields. However, it is a comfort to rememper that while

8t11l1 alive he frequently received evidenee of the respeet,
admikation, graetitude and affection of his fellow citizens.

"It was a privilege to meet Mr. Edison--his
personality was truly magnetic, ke radiated cheerfulness and

common sense. He enjoged telling and listening to good stories
and ineidentally was a master of concise epigrammatic English.
Those who came to see a great inventor left with a real affection
in their hearts for the man himsel f.

"I feel that 1 have been most fortunate to have
lived during Tdison's lifetime and %o have had the privilege

of ealling him my friend.

"in her heavy time of trial our deepest sympathy
goes out to Mrs, Hdison, whose loving and intelligent care 8o
clearly increased the happiness and prolonged the useful life

of her husband, our benefactor, and friend, the immortal Edison."
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Dr., W. R. Whitney, Vice President and Director of Reaearch
Laboratory:
"Bdison wes doing-~and is doing--more to advance
our human affuoirs and interests than anyone whom I know. I

repeat 'is doing' because his example of activity trying to 1ift
us conbinually a peg higher in our eivilization by sirenuous

personal effort is now actuating countless youth of all lands.
To them his useful life demonstrates a ceertain and good road
open %o everybody. No man in our century ig as truly the help-

ful friend of all the others as Mr, Rdison,"
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Dr. W. D. Coolidge, ABspoiate Director of Research Lahoratury;:
"One is impressed by the universality of hid&
interest, his courage to treat the unknown, his power of int%nse
coneentration, his perseverance in the face of difficulties, hipx\
tremendous will to work, his rare judgment in the choige of w?#ﬁb R
while fields of effort. He wagbted no time in making clalims fér W$mk
himself nor in seeking honors of any kind. He did not allow ﬁis i
special genius to be diverted into gdministrative work, but
continued, to the last, to use hie rare judgment, based on a
wea lth of experience, in active creative work. -
"T+ would be hard to overestimate the importance
of hie inventions, but still more diffioult % overestimate the
importance to us and to future generations of the inspiration
to be found in euch a life of service %o his fellow men."
Dr. Irving Lengmuir, Associate Director of Research Laboratory:
"he world has just oelebrated the hundredth
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anniversary of Michael Faraday's discovery of € lectro-magnetism,
The fundamental researches of Paraday, Maxwell and others eariched

sclentific knowledge, but did not immediately directly affect the
welfare of mankind.

"Just fifty years after Faraday's discovery Edison
by building upon the foundation of these early pioneers, demon-
strated to the world the ennrmous'praetiaal importance of electrie
power and its applieations, Kdison's inventions of the incandes-
cent electrie light and of systems by which power could be dis-
tributed to the consuming public inaugurated the first fifty years
of the Eleotric Age in which we are mow living. His inventive
genius not only started us on this pathy bat has been leading us
during the greater part of this period. Few men have ever
benefitted more of their fellowmen."

Dr. E. F. Wi. Alexanderson, Consul ting Engineer:

"With Edison passes away a world character, one
who has become more than any other individual & symbol of the
spirit of our age of invention. Great as is the importance of
Edison's manf inventions, en appraisal of these inventions still
would not wbegln to give an adequa.e estimate of Edison as a leader,
& symbol and an inspiration for the last two or three generations.
I% is significant that Edison was not primerily a scientist and
not a eaptain of industry but an inventor, and it is as such that
he had made such an impression on Ameriean life. In our age when
so few succeed %o be any more than ceogs in the machinery of a vast
industrigl system, our imaginations and our hearts cling to those

rare leaders who had the strength to stand alone and the vision
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to blaze trails for the rest to follow. The two most outstanding
of Wdison's inventions are no doubt the incandescent lamp and the
phonograph. The significance of Zdison's career is that he not
only made such inventions but he succeeded to make them practical
and useful for the general public. Who knows wWhether the many
inventors who have followed inm his fooisteps and expanded these
arts into the electric service and the rsdio enterteinment of
today would sver have started along those lines or become suceecss-
ful unless BEdison had set an example by showing thet such fan-

tast ic dreams can be made a reality.”
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In Hemory of

THOMAZ ALVA EDLIBOK
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Minute adopted by the
Board of Direciors of the
fmerican Institute of Hlectrical Haglineers
at Kansas City, ¥o., Cctober 23, 1831

e

The physical 1life of Thomas Alva Edison, world benefactor, ended
on Bunday, October 13, 1931, The spiritual benelits of his contribu-
tions to humanity continue to live,

His genius, vision, patience, persistence, industry, and widely
diversified talents, which brought to fruition many of his conceptions,
have contributed greatly to the comfort, convenlence, and happiness of
maokind, and his achlevements constitute a great incentive aund inspira-
tion to those who follow.

In particular, his invention of the incandescent electric lamp
and his conception, more than {ifty years ago, of the combinatiocn of
a central generating station wiih & suitable gistribating system for
electrical energy, firmly establish him as the founder of the electric
lighting industry of the world.

He was the outstanding world leader im the group of inventors,
sclentlsts, and easgineers whose achievemwents in techoology have pro-
duced gresat soclal and economic benefits, ilncluding the employment, ino
useinl occupations throughout the civilized world, of tens of thousands
of men and womel.

He was respected and admired by his associates who cherish their
memory of bis ability, simplicity, and other personal charscteristics.

Mr, Bdison was, in 1884, one of the signers of the call for the
organization meeting of the American Institute of Eleotrieal Engineers,
and he was elected a vice-president at the first slection of officers;
later he was elected au Houmorary Member, His achievements caused a
group of his associstes and friends to establish the Edison Medal,

which is now awarded annually by this Institute.

The Board of Directors of the American Institute of Blectrieal
Engineers hereby records in its minutes this appreciation of the great
debt which the world, and electrical engineers in particular, owe to his
memory, and directs that a copy of this minute be sent to his family.
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bHew Lork, N.¥Y,
October 26, 1281 ] fational BSecretary
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