February, 1960:
Cover: Douglas Perham and Earl Goddard appear as old-time broadcasters
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EDITOR’S PROFILE of this issue

from a historical perspective ...
with Paul Wesling, SF Bay Area Council GRID editor (2004-2014)

on the restored 1,000-watt KFRC station at the New Almaden
Museum, reading from a current issue of the GRID. Among the names
listed are locals de Forest (for 2 years), Charles “Doc” Herrold (first
regular broadcast in USA, in San Jose in 1912, with his wife as the first
DJ), Cyril Elwell (founder of Federal Telegraph in 1909), Leonard Fuller
(Stanford’s first EE PhD, Chief Engineer of Federal, head of UC-Berkeley
engineering), Charles Litton (inventor from the ‘30’s and ‘40’s,
including the glass lathe), Philo Farnsworth (first electronic video
display tube in 1927), Russell and Sigurd Varian (inventors of the
klystron), Ralph Heintz (founder of Heintz & Kaufman in 1920’s), and
Bill Eitel W6UF and Jack McCullough W6CHE (founded Eimac).

6: The very first issue of the GRID was 2 pages, issued in 1955. A photo
shows the pre-GRID organizing meeting and its participants, with that
issue on the table. “Grid” refers to the control element in an electron
tube (the three dashes in a circle on the cover). With but a small
signal, it can control considerable power in the tube’s output circuit.
Similarly, the GRID consolidates important information, which is the
key ingredient in developing knowledge and career paths for IRE san Francisco
members and their companies/institutions, creating the dynamism Section, IRE
and wealth of our communities and industries.
8: The Medical Electronics group has a meeting on “Linear Electron Accelerator and Cancer Therapy”. The linear
accelerator was initially developed by Bill Hansen of Stanford during the 1940’s, using the Varian brothers’ newly invented
klystron to accelerate electrons down an evacuated tube. We drive across the largest of them today — the 2-mile-long
Stanford Linear Accelerator, under Fwy 280 behind the campus. Even today, there’s a Varian klystron used in every
treatment involving radiation therapy.

18: Amateur radio operators (Hams) got together to honor John Reinartz as he retires from Eimac. Present (in the photo)
are Hams Herbert Hoover Jr W6EV (who, with Fred Terman, was one of the Stanford “faculty brats” in 1915 who
experimented with early radio and set the Valley on its road to prominence), and Bill Eitel W6UF and Jack McCullough
WG6CHE (founders of Eimac). Many of the developments in modern radio came from Hams experimenting with equipment
and propagation. Eimac’s klystron accomplishments are shown in the adjoining full-page ad.

29: Varian Associates will double its floorspace in the Stanford Industrial Park from 500,000 square feet to 1,000,000 sq ft.
36: Frank Sordello joins the local IRE. He is the chief servo engineer at the startup Information Storage Systems (ISS),
founded by the “dirty dozen” who left IBM to found a disk drive company that used an electronic voice-coil head
positioner, rather then the hydraulics used in the IBM 2314 units. The drives were as large as a dishwasher and stored 30
megabytes (!) on an 11-high stack of 14-inch disks. | worked at ISS for four years (1970-1974); we were making so much
money that our VP let us fly first class for any flight over 2 hours. Several of us went back to Bell Labs in New Jersey to
cross-license Bubble Memories (invented by Andy Bobeck), since it was predicted that this type of magnetic/electronic
memory would soon replace mechanical disk drives (but it never happened). | was in charge of epitaxy on gadolinium-
gallium-garnet wafers and electronic evaluation. We developed our own version, then put it on the shelf in case disk drives
were to become obsolete.

Archive of available SF Bay Area GRID Magazines is at this location:
https://ethw.org/IEEE_San_Francisco_Bay Area_Council_History

At time of scanning, the bound volumes are held by Paul Wesling. July, 2021 Contact p.wesling@ieee.org





























































































































