EDITOR’S PROFILE of this issue

from a historical perspective ...
with Paul Wesling, SF Bay Area Council GRID editor (2004-2014)

!

May 15, 1962: o

Cover: Members see an automated toroidal coil-winding machine at Lenkurt A
Electric; the meeting itself is described on page 10. This capability was an mAT VB AL
important advance, since telephone linesets have stringent band-edge
requirements in order to be multiplexed onto a microwave signal, which
takes precise L and C values for their filters; as part of GTE, this was a
large market for both military and commercial use (eg, for the Southern
Pacific railroad’s system, predecessor to SPRINT). So, another story:
While | was at Lenkurt, several of these machines were installed at our
plant in Guadalajara, Mexico. The bifilar windings used differing colors of
thin enamel-covered wire. The Mexican women running the machines
didn’t feel the resulting toroids had nice visual symmetry and a good
blending of colors, so they changed the winding sequences/placements.
Meanwhile, back in San Carlos, us engineers were perplexed at why the
lineset band edges were drifting. Turns out our engineered windings
were important to performance, and the aesthetic considerations of the
operators had to be suppressed for us to get good product.

p. 7: For one last time before the pending merger, a large number of past
Section officers came together to discuss the upcoming vote. Here were
some of the luminaries in attendance (I would like to have been there):
-- Leonard Fuller, chair in 1928, past Chief Engineer for Federal Telegraph and now retired from UC-Berkeley’s EE

department. (I mentioned in an earlier issue that | have two of his Lee de Forest audions.)

-- Ralph Heintz, chair in 1932, a ham in the 20’s who started Heintz & Kaufman, an RF radio company forced by the RCA
monopoly to make its own tubes, from which Eitel and McCullough left to form Eimac in the early ‘30’s.

-- Charlie Litton, chair in 1933, who was a ham at 11 years old and invented many devices, including the glass lathe (for
making repeatable, reliable tubes) and the oil vacuum pump, and consulted with Rus and Sig Varian on the klystron.

-- Fred Terman, chair in 1939, who started the communications engineering course at Stanford and got Dave (and Lucile)
Packard to return from GE to Stanford for advanced studies (through a donation from Litton), then paired him up with
Bill Hewlett to form their own company.

-- Barney Oliver, chair in 1956, who came from Bell Labs to head up HP’s labs; conveyed to Bud Eldon (IEEE’s 1985
president) that “Bill” (then IRE president) wanted him to start a new IRE Group, which became today’s Electronics
Packaging Society.

-- Joe Pettit, chair in 1952, who became dean of engineering at Stanford, then president of Georgia Tech.

All those serving as Section and Sub-Section chairs are listed on page 8.

p. 10: WESCON will again have a student competition with more than 40 presentations. First prize is the Lee de Forest Award
and $1,000; the best presentation gets the Frederick Emmons Terman Award and $300.
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