DECEMBER 1961
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Automation has been causing great concern in industrial and
labor circles. But with the passing of time, this country's pro-
gress record shows response and determination to conquer a
natural reluctance to change. See page 5 for Section Meeting
details on *‘Automation”.




AUTOMATION
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December 19861

.by John T. Salisbury

ACTION REQUIRED!

NO TIME FOR HOBBLETRED

A recent news report quoted that “the advancement of the theory and prac-
tice of electrical and radio engineering and the educational and scientific
objectives of both institutes (IRE and AIEE) may be better served by merger
or consolidation”. Also, Dr. Showers, Philadelphia IRE Section Chairman,
has announced his request which appears elsewhere in the Almanack, that
members should discuss the proposed merger or consolidation of the IRE
with the AIEE.

After penetrafing the proposed ideality, my reflections turn to a challenging

- one word question, “Why?”

* Why will “the objectives of both the IRE and AIEE be better served,”
as the resolution blandly states.

® Why will the enjoyment of “rights and privileges” be greater to the indi-
vidual member than that degree of rights and privileges being taken
advantage of at -present?

e Why will one new society be “better than both societies” as they now
stand?

¢ Why do membership grades differ? An IRE Member is equivalent to an
AIEE Associate. Why? (Refer to item on p. 16, Almanack, April 1961)

e Why eliminate by merger that competitive spirit of professional society
development?

e Why are we encountering the present trend to remove individual group
identities?

e Why should a consolidation of diversified professional interests be
stressed under the statement that “Industridlists are getting tired of
sending their men to two different society meetings dealing on the very
same subject”?

o Why should the same ‘“subject” (an abstract in itself) be considered
“duplication” that is “harmful” and “wasteful”?

e Why have two non-profit societies with assets of $4.5 million for IRE
and $2 million for AIEE combine into one new society? Both seem
capable of individual growth.

® Why is this push being made to consolidate societies when fewer than

4% of the total IRE-AIEE memberships are members of both societies?

To a few persons, perhaps, answers to the above questions may appear to be
academic, but if more than a head-nodding understanding for the proposed
merger is to be reached by the majority, it is the viewpoint of this writer that
general and individual discussions be held and that press releases be forth-
coming to clarify the many seemingly meaningless generalities made to the
public. .‘
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DIGITAL
PLUG-IN . . .
“NOT-A-BIT""

The long-awaited successor to the
“AND”, “OR”, “NOR"”, “NAND”, etc.
this ultra-compact solid-state digital
module performs the logical function
“NEVER".

Accepts up to 12 inputs (amplitude,
polarity, waveform not critical or even
necessary) and delivers an ideal,
rectangular pulse of 10 volts peak
amplitude when, and only when, a
complex and theoretically impossible
relationship exists among all twelve
inputs . . . which is never!

Rise and fall time of the output pulse
are both zero—since it never rises,
?ncli therefore (you guessed it!) never
alls.

This versatile element breaks down
the last barrier between the logician
and the real world of statistical acci-
dent. Some things just ain't never
gonna happen, Bunky!
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STILL OUTPUT ORIENTED?

May we recommend . . .
RESE ENGINEERING LOGIX-BLOCKS.

07

Highly reliable proven circuitry . . .
high functional density . . . two
series, medium and high speed . . .
mass-produced for economy . . . all
solid-state . . . dozens of types for
unlimited versatility . . . full compat-
ibility between types.

Want to talk about Logix-Blocks? Just
call:

R AR AL v 004057

Phila. Office: :
222 Llong Lane, Upper Darby
SHerwood 7-9080
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New York, N.Y.—First steps to consider consolidation of the two largest
" engineering societies in the world—the American Institute of Electrical
Engineers and the Institute of Radio Engineers—have been taken, it was

announced here today. In a resolution passed by the Boards of Directors of
both societies, a committee has been formed to determine the feasibility and
form of such consolidation.

The proposed new organization would be international in scope and involve
150,000 engineers, scientists, educators and industrialists.

The announcement was made jointly by Lloyd V. Berkner, president of the
Institute of Radio Engineers and Warren H. Chase, president of the Ameri-
can Institute of Electrical Engineers. The resolution was first approved by
the Board of Directors of IRE in New York on Wednesday, October 18.
Approval of the Board of AIEE was given at the close of the Fall General
Meeting of that organization in Detroit, Friday, October 20.

The resolution pointed out that “the advancement of the theory and prac-
tice of electrical and radio engineering and the educational and scientific
objectives of both Institutes may be better served by merger or consolida-
tion . . . into one organization in which all present members would be
included, and in which they would enjoy the same rights and privileges now
conferred on them by their separate organizations.” i

The resolution further stated that the Boards of Directors of the two Insti-
tutes deem it advisable, in accordance with the stated objectives of €ach
society, “to move actively toward the consolidation of the activities and
organization” of the IRE and AIEE, “by consolidation or otherwise, pro-
vided that the legal and operational problems incident to such consolida-
tion can be satisfactorily resolved.

AIEE was organized in 1884 and has approximately 70,000 members from
the United States and Canada. IRE, organized in 1912, has a total member-
ship of 91,000 and is international in scope. Approximately 6,000 members

belong to both societies.
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