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-ﬁri.E. G. Constem, Brown Palece. Hotel, Denver, Colorado, hes given

us considersble information on the equipment used by Germsn ski troops.

¥r, Constam has stated to us that he has offered to make available his in-

formmtion as to the technical kmowledge and training required for mountain

warfare troop equipment. A report dated Qotober 9, 1912, sutmitted by
Ewing C. Sadler, of the Antitrust Division offisce in Denver, stated:

"Mr. Constam is a Swiss neticnal but has recently
taken out his first Aweriocsn citizenship papers. He was
formerly an officer in the Swiss Army and one of hias
brothers is presently Commander of a Swiss Army Division
and a member of the Swiss Military Counclil. Hr. Constam
ieft his native Switserland in April of 19/0 and has been
in this cowntry continuously since that times He is con-
aidered as an outstanding expert on skiing snd mountain
warfare. He is an engineer end has designed several
portable trams and other equipment used in skling sand moun=
tain werfare, on which he holds patents. He is presently
located in Ienver, Colorado, to supervise the construction
of several portable trams for the Government 8ki Project at
Pando, Colorado, such work being done by the Mins & Bmelter
Supply Co. of Denver under a license from Mr. Constam.

Mr. Constam is perhaps the only man in this country
who is thoroughly familiar with the type of equipment
and methods used by both Germany and Italy in mowntain ware
fars. He stated thet at the outbresk of the war in Europe
in 1939 Germany had stored over 500 portable trams, togeth-
or with meny brigade trams, monocables and cther squipment
used for mountain warfars. At that time, he said, Italy
had over 250 portable trams in storage, as well as various
other equipment mentioned. He did not have figures avail-
able since 1939, but ventured the opinion that auch equipment had
been increassed meterially,”
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gome time ago Mre Constam volunteered his services %o
the United States Army for use in whatever capeaoity needed.
He has also volunteersd the use of his technical training
and imowledge of mountain warfare troop equipnent, but to
date his offers have been refused by various officers of the
United Statea Army to whom his aervices have boen tendered.
Questioned as to the reasons for his of fers being refused,
Mr. Constam advised the writer that he would prefer not to
discuss the matter,as it might lead to a oomtroversy and
he does not wish to be the cause of any such lassue being

ratssd. The writer then asked lry Constam for his personal

£ oginlon on the subject and stated that any reasons givan

by Mre Constam would be kept oocnfidentiel and would not be
relayed to the officers with whom Constem had corresponded,
Hr, Constam replied that in that case he would be glad to
give his opinion but thet he had no actual proof to back
up any stetement he might meke. IHo then shawed the writer
his personal files pertaining %o all correspondence he had
had with the various Army officiels &n Washingbon end with
wyarious officers of the Engineers' Board at Fort Belvolr,
Virginis.

"an examination of the correspundence indicates strongly
that various engineering officers in the Army were very much
inteorested in Mr. Constam!s offer of servioce and his offer %o
supervise constructiom of troop equipment for moumbain warfare,
but that later the officers! recommendationa wers apparently
overruled by the Engineers' Board. MNrs Conatam appeared to
be groatly disturbed by this sudden reaction and attributed
the failure of his efforts to the inexperienced men on the
Board, whom he considered mersly as purchnsing egents and en=-
tirely unfemiliar with the ramifications of the importance of
the need of equipment for mountain warfare and transportation
gupply problems. Mr. Constam oited the experience and "busi~
ness oonnections" of each member of the Board to substantiate
his perscnal opinion. To illustrate the immediate need for
production and training along this line, Mr. Constam aited
the situation faced by the Allied troops in the Owen Stanley
Mountain range. His opinion is thab if this problem had been
more fully explored earller it would have been gquite a simple
matter for the Allled troops tc cross the range and transport
all supplies needed in & comparatively short time."
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Another report submitted on December 18, 1912 statear~

%), Constam has been in and out of Nenver for the

past two months. He still mainteins his headquarters here.
This morning I interviewed him again relative %o further

! information- regarding transportation fmcilities in end out

I of northern Italy. Mr. Constam is perhaps ane of the best

i known informante on matters pertaining to his native Switze
eriand, Of gourse, he grasped immediatoly the lidea that
transportation Tatilities in and out of northern Italy neces-
sarily means the Swiss National Eeilway system. He has al~
waya—been quite helpful in furnishing any informmtion he
posssases end will continue to do so. In fact, he pointed
put to me this morning vericus pleces on the railreoad maps
of Bwitgerlend which you rescently sent that are considered
as strategic bottlenecks in cmse they are bombed or des-
troyed, thereby disrupting the entire transportation
faoilities. He stated further that he had six other speci-
fio places in mind that are not shown on the maps you sent.
fe ebated that these maps are a bit too narrow, particularly
towerd the north and west. A further report will be for-
warded at a leter date. Mr. Constem is more than willing
to furnish further information but would like very much for
the Department to return the favor if at all possible in the
following manner:

"Mr. Constem 18 considered as an outstanding expert onm
ski and mountain fighting. As pointed out In my previous
report, he is an englnser by profession and holds patents
on several types of equipment used by troops for supplles
in mountain warfare. It his opinion that the United States
has sadly neglected preparation in this line of equipment in
warfare. As an example he has cited repeatedly the diffi-

- culties which oconfront the Allies in the Owen Stanley moun=-
tain range. It seems as if some time ago Mr. Constam of-
fered his services to the War Department in whatever capacity
needed. He has been “kept on hook" by verlious War Depart~

: ment officials for meny months. The Engineers' Board of the

; Army experimented with some of his eguipment out of Ft. Belvolr,
y virginia, and apparontly was favorably impresseds By wires,
- letters, and other means of communication, various officers

have informed him from time to time that they expeoted to
socept his many offers to serve the Army in whatever capaoity
needed. This has fellen through fram time to tlie in gpite
of the fact that the Army is still interested in both Mr.
Constam's equipment and his services in a teohnlcal capacity.
He is unable to understand much of the "bureaucratic and red
tape methods" in existence in Washlngton and is somewhet
bitter toward the Engineera' Board for the "run around” they
have given him, at the same time still keeping him on hook.
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He oited to me the inexperience of the Board members and

pointed out that they had been appointed from olvililan life
and had .come from wealthy manufacturing families and had no
| experience or insight esa to the remifioantions of the metisrs
I he had taken up with them.

'.r_

"] gather from Mr, Conetam's conversation that he would
he more than willing to forego sny royalty payments if the
Army offic¥els would decide definitely to proceed further

' with their experiments in training in this type of warfare.
Incidentelly, 4t should be pointed out here that Mr. Constam's
equipment-was used by the Army at the Pando, Colorado, ski
project (Camp Hale)s This equipment was manufactured by Mre
Conatam'e weastern liocensee, the Mine nnd Smelter Supply Co.,
Denver, Colorado, and Mr. Constem himself was appointed in

. an advisory and teochnical capacity during the inatallation
o such equipment. Apparently Mr. Constam would be willing
to forego the payment of all royslties, as previously
pointed out, if the Army would aveil itself of his serviocse
- in a similar capacity in similar projoots which he feels
ghould be undertaken immedietely.

"My, Consteam stated to me this morning that he would be
more than happy to come to Washington end disclose all in~
formation in his possession to you and others in ‘the IAvislon
end that he would disclose further all information In his
posssssion as to objectives of attack which have been disoussed
in various meetings of the Swiss military cowncil. He has

: partioipated in several of these disoussions.

"In return for this information, Mr. Conatam would
greatly appreciate anything you or any other member of the
Department oould do in steering him %o the proper Army of~
ficisls so that a definite decision could be given one way
or the other as to whether or not his offers were to be ac~
cepted by the Army. Mr. Constam has been quite frank with
me and stated that if this could not be done he still would
be more than glad to furnish sll information he possibly
could to this office. He stated further, however, that In
raturn for such information he would conslder it s great
favor if sny one in our Department having propsr contactz
with the War Department would assiot him In his efforts to

. contact the proper ascurces there."”
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ypr, Constam stated that his femily, home, and friends,
are st%ill in Switzerland and that he naturally would be hesi=-
tant in giving information at this time on specific objectives
in Switgerland pertaining to transportation facilities, ete.,
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as he would never want to be the indirect cause of the death
of & single Swims persons He qua ified that sbatement, how-
ever, by stating that if the officlals in Washington wanted
exact information relative to Switzerland he would give it
to them in persom. He stated further, however, thet he foltb
as if the same objective could be accomplished by furnishing
such information on objsotives ocutside the Swise borders. As
previously pointed out, he furnished me with some specific
objectives _(re railromd lines}, all of them being located
just outside the Swiss borders. As soon as additional maps
oan be sgoured he will point out further objectives of value."

.Y_é'sé;;-dny, I received a letter from Mr. Sadler in which he states;

%1 am snxious to learn if you have heard enything fur-
ther, as Mr. Conatam has agein euntacted me on the mabter
and I doubt if he will bs here in Denver much longer. It
would be apprecieted, therefors, 1f this metter could be
expedited at your earliest conveniance.”

EDWARD H. LEVI
Special Aseistant to the Attorney General



