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_me.and—I-gend-to oW and the othér members of your family my—
~deepest-sympathiTes. - Mr. Thomson was one of the few great

pioneers in the electrical field who had the rare good fortune

to see his vision become a reality and to receive the apprecia-
tion of a justly grateful world for his contribution to the health
and happiness of people everywhere. The General Electric Company
was always proud of his intimate association with it, and-l.can-

eciation and sympathy.of-edi—iho-

-send-you-unreservediy-the.appr
g@ewaeﬁociate&“tﬂ“ﬁne“U@mpaﬂy“M“T‘deep&vm@egpe% ~that I- am'unable“
uneral-grd gopay my - last-tribute-of-admiretion-

?ﬁlﬁ#¥;§¢. Augustine, Fla,— ;m/,{ﬂt<(

§ (r /4 /ﬁ / /I‘A(’/‘/ /x L,{‘/f U R i
woH W;//l S ”V\li[n[ww yice F,m:wa/ﬂw Geyr zﬂwr/ //c e
Professor Thomson was one of the leaders who helped in

the establishment of the Northeastern Section of the American
Chemical Society back in '97 or '98. We New England chemists
knew him as an expert in our field, just as the electrical
engineers recognized him as pre-eminent in their field, and the
mechanical engineers as a leader in theirs., Astronomers also
knew that he was of their group. He was an all-round scilentist,

When the General Electric Company offered me the research
work at Schenectady, I was in doubt as to my fitness and as to
the quality of the opportunity until I hurriedly consulted Vthe
Professor.' He was very kind, as always, and was qulte clear
that the opportunity offered me was a great one. So I owe a
large part of the satisfactions I have enjoyed during the past
36 years to Professor Thomson's kindly interest. Through those
years my admiration and affection for him steadily increased,

i and in his death I feel a great personal loss.
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- Tsince the very beginning, Professor Thomson was assoclated

with the General Electric Company and its predecessor beering

his name, the Thomson-Houston Company. His accomplishments for
these companies and many others. throughout the world bearing
his name and for the entire electrical industry were many and

conspicuous.

His interest in research, his enthusiasm for new ideas,
and the advancement of young engineersicontinued almost to the
day of his passing. His memory will long be cherished by those
who knew him, and he leaves a fine tradition and inspiration

for those WQP Pollow him, ™ S—
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/ ?(”“,«‘?f./ T \F #m president, /V’assa chusefs -4:.
,i &_,, In his owWn character and in hlS great achlevements he \\\3

E was one of the truly great men of his century. In all the years
1 of his interest in the Institute, Hé displayed a loyal and active
faith in the social values of tethnological education.
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/'\ ffprofessor Thomson's loss to this institution and all others

/ \ would be irreparable were it not for the fact that his nobility

f |  of character will remain as a lasting inspiration,and his jhl
scientific achievements will contlnue permanentlv to confer f

immeasurable benefits to the world %ﬁgg
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dete.f Prof essor<Thomsom on two occasions served as-acting..
- PreSident of M.I.%%
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C'-In the death of Professor Thomson, the General Electric
Company has suffered a gf/at loss. Its earliest products were
for the most part the of spring of his brain. Great in engineer-
ing and invention, he played a most important role in the early
development of the electrical art. He was a piloneer in arc
lighting, was the father of electric welding, devised the first
commercial recording wattmeter, and produced by the score the
various devices needed for making electric generation and
distribution rellable and safe.

"He was & true scientlist, and by example and precept
established the tradition of scientific research in the General
Blectric Company. When the‘ﬂéssarch aboratory of the company
was founded, he served on 1ts advisory council, and, by his
experience, w1sdom, and fertility in ideas, was of great help
to the laboratory in its early years.
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"His breadth of knowledge, mental alertness,and original-
ity made association with him delightful and stimulating, while
his kindliness and simple sincerity won the affection of all f“?é_
who knew him., I was privileged to know him well, and I feel “F16
the loss of a great and good friend.

wmsWilliam D, Coolidge
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TR thmw&h sixty-one yoars agoe

in 1678) vhen he was twenby-throe years of age, and contiaued in one

““gar of his 1ifes A% the datw of his death on Narch 15, 1557, he was

' by several years the senior in term of mesbership among all the menbers
lon with the sembers of this Secieby and

nee on its meetings seemed to charm and sstisfy an appetite of

‘ 1ife, he and Mre. Thomeon made a practisce of poling soulh Yo aveld
| lihe rigors of the lNew England slimate in Felwuary wnd Harch, ho zade
% o satber of primary satisfection snd pleasure Yo detersioe ihelr
rotwn jownoy so as bo bring them to Fhiladelphia at the time of e
Theswon wes o cherished mowber of meny other distingulshed

o wus & chartor mesber of the Awriean Institube of Eloctrical ingi~
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pat of elestrical engimering industries but his =many-sided
Biisen, Themson, Boll, Westen, Sprague and thelr like in our sousixy

andl the great Werner Siemens and his compeers in Burope)who cvnemsnbe

W pemeration bridging e gap in time and electriesl engimwering ashisve-
wnd between the generation of one hmdred years aze conbelniy

g auch men
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o Thesmen's aslivitiss were widely extended, romching from ob-
servations in varicus fields which he cultivated for intellostusl in-

eover the renge {ronm deviees of minor sharacber to the heses of & pow

S ) o dbe  y e S
sweeg= patonts Tor laveslonsy 1 will not enumerate a lisfy” Yo this

tions with Philadolphia, his cuploysent at the youthful sge of 17 ia the

oY : roukion while yobt o Seather, his sclive part

in the laboratory and lestures of the famous Franklin Imstitute,
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Let me emphasize that in here speaking of these achicvements, I
refer to them as having proved to be serviceable and comforting. Later
I refer to them as having contributed to the gcomfort and thus the happie
ness of wmen. Persons of distinguished name sometimes unregervedly state
that the bread results of soientific discovery and invention have been
é»uu«udéinumaﬁﬁﬁm%gatév“~ﬂ§ _
springing causes ug1wur* This 1 deny. Such allegations are the oute
come of incomplete observation. Our powerful snd conveniant procesaes
of transporting men, animals and goods, sgeociated with extended means
for muiekly trunamﬁ&tin@ intelligence, have been impressed into service
by sovemgn agenoies for the purpose of widening the fierece conflicts
of war and deepening the opportunities for bloodshed, thereby converte %g?
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ing g blessingsinte a curse. Similer micuse has been made of other

MM#.M Maﬁﬁ waeod T ta greatial bevman adeadags
9?@#&@%: of inventive §;;§ua5 it no men have more deeply deploved

L OL tem #
ﬁh$f4g ave miguge of their discoveries and engineering inventions than

euch men as Thomson. The practice of engimeering, and the prosecution

of seientific discovery and invention within the field of engineering, '
] . i (R} {g ‘ d !
lead to an intellectual raaﬁgasu wﬁf@ﬁ e%ﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁ%é a pacifio att;%é%»a

i%ﬁf%;. the gase with Professor Thomson., Unheppily such men are few.
The touch of jealousy, love of revenge and joy of combat are so ingfaine
ed in most human natures that the reluctance of scientifice-minded inven.
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tore to allow their works to be applied in uarfurgnhaa had 11¢tle influe
ence in restiraining suveh appliecstions, Here is one of those problems

for stateemanship that are universally human and spread far beyond the
FOPE

e
fields ocoupied hx‘ﬁh@afA&ﬁvatad to seientific diseovery, invention and

professional engi§@&raﬁg practice. ﬁ§4aaana% put on our Paradaye,

Edieons, Thomsons snd the like the onue for the misuse of their works.,
ool Tnern fZZkuL Zu.d&g@é&ﬂquzﬂZLﬁfuaatzt'ﬁ@ufé:;;.p4~¢c.q@Aéﬁﬁn Aiacsrerod
ad sl (Return to Page 2.)



his iively parbieipations in the funetiome of this distinguished
seedebye It was in this Philadelphis poricd that he mede, or laid the
foundations for, & muber of his most isportent inventionss Te his
last days, he held & stvomg affection for the Franklin Imstitube, -~ for,
in its laborateries in the old guarters, he obbained the oppertunitles
on at the Cenbral High Schoole |

I first met Elihu Thomsem in 1986, when he was 33 years of
age and I wae 21. mmmmmammmm
hibibted in comversation. Mo delivered a leeture at Cornell Tnlversily
and, a8 oue of the very few graduste sbudents who ombrasced sloctrienl
engbworing in those days, it was my fortuse tc be throm in comsider
of his metheds of work, vhich showed his feresight in planning experi-
soioncs applicabls to WW signifioant and mﬁn
in high degree. This was & half-dogen years sfber he had relingudahed
hie peebs in Philadelphia e go e Sew ingland to take up the heavy
vurdens of chief technical guide in a commwreial development of the uses
had asswsd that notedle imternationsl sspeet uhich lod te a grest Tlew

singuished medals and official homorse In lader yoars

1 bave been agaln and sgain impressed by the weomsciows manifostabic




by him of those sawe rieh gualities of mind in his selentifis werk,
tiem for his porsesal achieversats, bab also & good doal of

elally asscolated with ¥assachusetts Institute of Techmolopy (as a
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of Thomsene His interest in the Institute and setive solicituds Do
an isterregaum in 1920-23. Fhen o formal csletration of his elghtieth
hip of the plasning eemittes falling to mee The celelwa-
tiom ook the form of a seientifie conference in the eftersson and &
The affalr is reeorded in a primbed booklet of eighty peagess
I apesk of this birihday celobration because the interest
progsed in it by eocleties and individuals throughout the wurld wae
nushbors by mall and by wire, in ferml end in inforwel parbe A grasious
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Isstibute. I will quote s paragragh frem that of the Prasklis Inchibute.
After reciting cortain of Thomeon's setivities in the Pranklis Institube
e lribebe wses these beenbiful words:

“The Frenklin Institube is proud of Dre Thomsents affilistion
with 43 16 is greberul for the selentific spirit which he fastilled
into 163 1% bas been eager to pay hemer %o him boosuse of hls somiri-
bublons te the adwanosment of mamkind; and it is today filled with
whbility of charasber”,

Vre Presidemt, I thank you for sclocting me to speak before
this gathering of my elder friend who was one of the rapldly disaprear-
Sug gemeration of men who, Yy diseoveries and inventions, wrought oloe-
sapest of a great conbribution o hman condort and happlucsss & Ilfew
& ploce such as I ceoupy this evening; bk in this instance I an grate-
mwmmwwﬁtfﬂ?u«mo{%w.
mwmmmmmmmw;m s works are
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Dr. Elibu Thompon, & charter member, the fifth president,
and sn Honorary Hember of the American Institute of Fleetrical
Bngineers, ¢ied st his bome in Swampscott, Hoes., on Hareh 13,
1987, sbout twe weeks hefore hies sighty-fourth birthday.

Peginning his electrieal experiments at the sge of eleven,
wher he had completed his preparstion for high school but found
it necessary to wall two years to mest the minilmus age require~
ment for entrence, he wWmilt and operated several types of equip-
ment, and gulekly demonstrated his sbility in fundemental sclence
and also his remerksble loventive geniuns, &fter gredunting from
the Centrsl High Sehool im Philedelphis and tesehing chemistry
and mechanics in that school during the next ten years, he re-
signed in 1880 to devote his entire time to electrlcal resenrch.

T&m imerican Eleetric Company shich he jolned soom became
Thomson Houston Company and the latter merged, in 1882, with
the Eﬁ&m General Eleetrie Company to form the General Flectris
Company, with which Dr. Thomson was connected until his death.

iis more than 700 inventions included wany of outstending
importence which sdded materially o sclentifie knowledge and
iaid the Foundation for many significent developments in the
electrical industry. The combinstion of merked sclentifie ability,
broad vislén, somwnd Judgment, and plessing personslity gave him &
position of outstanding lesdership throughout his long career,

Bie received the first Edison ledsl swarded by the Instituts,
and received meny of the most notable medals in the world, having
besn the only man o receive all three of Imglend's highest selenw
tifie honors ~ the Hughes, Xelwin, snd Faraday medsls, He received
several high honorery degrees, including Ph.D., 8SeD., and LLD, He
wes slected an Homorary Hember by the A.L1.F.E. and several other
soclieties, end received other high honors In the United States end
shroad,



Entering the Institute as s charter member, he Lmmedistely
becsse active in ite affalre, and wes & vice-president 1887-58,
and president l889-80., He slso rendered vulusble services to Lhe
Ingtituie ss member of various important committees and as its
representative in Joint sotivities. e was trensferred to the
grade of Wewber in 1801 and 40 the grade of Pellow in 1818, SHe
wag elocted an Honorary Hesber in 1928,

HESOLVED:  Thet the Executive Committee of Lhe American
Institute of Kleetriesl Enmgineers, upon behalf of the Soard of
Divectors sad the membership, hereby exprespes its keen regret
at the death of Doctor Thomeon, snd its deepsst apprecistion of
hle meny outstanding eontributions to eleetrical engineering
progress; and be 1t furiher

RESOLVED: That these resolutions be entered in the minmutes
and trassmitied to his family.

Adopted by the Exeputive Commiltes of the
tmerisan Institute of Eleectrical Enginsers,
Hareh 25, 1987 Astionel Heeretary
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