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PALLBEARERS
FUNERAL OF PROF, ELIHU THOMSON

LEFT RIGHT
Dr. Karl T. Compton Dr. A. Lawrence Lowell
Dr. W. D. Coolidge Mr. J. R. Lovejoy
Dr. Harvey Cushing ¥r. E. S. Webster
Dr. Roland 8. Morris Hr. Franeis R. Hart
Prof. D. €. Jackson Mr. Charles T. Main
Dr. F. B. Jewett Mr. Hertin P. Rice
Dr, Harlow Shapley Dr. 8. B. Wolbach
lr, Henry B, Allen Dr. Harry M. Goodwin
lir. Charles A. Collins Mr. A. L. Rohrer
Mr. G. A. Cutter ¥r. I. F. Baker
#r, Lawrence W. Jenkins Mr. Hermann Lemp
Mr., R. C. Hulr Mr. Stephen ¥. Phillips
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Waren 17, 1987

Mr. Hd.P. ﬁhﬂ?‘lﬁﬁmrghg
Americen Tels and Tel, Company,
185 Broadway,

Hew Zork, HeYs

Re: BElihuy Thomson
My dear Mr. Charlesworth:

In connection with g memorial article now
being rushed through for inclusion in the forthcoming
April Lssue of ELECTRICAL UNOINKERING, we are planning
to imalué@ a series of briefl stutements entitled

rElihu Thonson ag seen by some Instltute leaders.®

It 18 contemplated that these various brisf statements
from different individuals will high llght different
phages ol Ductor Thomson's many contributions to the
electrical industry zs we know it today, and/or some of
his p@“monaz tralts, in accoprdsnce with the differing
views of the individuals contributing.

We sre anzlous to include & statement from
you, and would greatly apprsciate your contributing &
gtatement of frﬂa 190 to 200 words.

To be available for use as desired, we must
heve these items fmmedistelw, by return mail LIf at all
poseible. May we have your aawﬁyerm%ian?

Thanking you,and with kindest regards, I anm
Cordially yours,

Gs foss Henninger,
Bdltor.

Fe.Bdiphoned.
Vis special delivery




AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS
33 WEeST THIRTY-NINTH STREET g
' NEw YORK

ligreh 18, 1937

kr, G, Ross Henning

Dear Er. Hennlingert

&

Your speclel 4 eliver,
regarding the Hemorlals to
regpond to your request.

mfertunateély, I was not well scquainted with

Lr. Thomson;, although I had wmet him. I know thet hls achleve~
ments will be well covered by those who had the privilege of

s more intimete soguaintance, I have tried to write something
which, while rather general, will Le a real tribute, and I

have endeavored to write it from the standpoint of a Presldent
of the Institute speaking about a Fast-fresident.

Feel perfectly free to make any changes or modfica-
tions whieh you wish, I am not certsin that he wae s charter :
membey, but ressonably certain: I know that there 1s historical
material within Eleetriecal Engineeripy covering this polint,
but I do not know exsctly where to find it. This brings to
my mind that @& brief hiletorleal sketeh of the Institute would
be a velueble addition to our Year Book. Filrst print 1t in
Eleetrical Engineering and at your oconvenlence, you might telk
this over with My, Stein sz an artiele of graa% interest to all
HOmLors .

Yours very truly,
(Sl

Presldent

i Reg. W Y

AW sUS
Orig«Alr el 1
0 s HHdenline



195 BROADWAY
NEW YORK

¥erch 18, 1937,

Mr. G. Ross Hgnninger, Editor, P
American Institute of Electrical Engineers
33 West 39th Street, New York, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Henninger:

In answer to your letter of the 17th inst., received this
morning, I have considered carefully your request and believe that I
could choose no better statement than that given below which formed
a part of the remarks I made in behalf of the engineering profession
at the time of Prof. Thomson's eightieth birthday celebration at

M.I.T. This was recorded in full you will recall in the May 1933
issue of ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING.

The thoughts expressed may be a bit different from those you
will receive and are so pertinent that it seems to me they might well
be used again. If you see no objection to repetition to this extent
and the statement meets your requirements, I suggest it be used. However,

as usual, I would be very glad to r eceive any comment or suggestion you
might wish to make.

With very kind regards,

Sincerely yours, t lff/’//::;fzg?fo i
A e Ty

H. P. Charlesworth,

Dr. Thomson's investigations and inventions contributed enormously
to the advance of all the engineering arts, However, his contributions wen
further than these individual activities, In addition to publishing his 3
results and methods, his enthusiasm and technique were passed on to hundreds 2
of engineers, first as a professor, later as a director of the laboratories 4
which bear his name, and finally as a great leader in his profession., His
fruitfulness was shared with others whom he had trained and inspired. His
whole life was indeed in accord with and greatly contributed to the highest
ideals of the engineering profession, It is not surprising, therefore,
that his name is among the illustrious group who were the charter members

of the American Institute of Etectrical Engineers which éver is endeat::i:f;aﬂm%

e R

to perpetuate these high ideals.

““w
i e
i
P
Sl



AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS S
33 WEST THIRTY-NINTH STREET , : nlff
NEW YORK ‘ T

TELEPHONE PENNSYLVANIA 6-9220 e
CABLE, CYANDRIC j if

A.M.MAcCc CUTCHEON, PRESIDENT
1088 IVANHOE ROAD, CLEVELAND,OHIO March 18, 1937

Mr, G. Ross Henninger,
33 West 39th Street,
New York, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Henninger:

Your speclel delivery letter was just received
regarding the Memorials to Dr. Elihu Thomson.. I gladly
respond to your request.

Unfortunately, I was not well acquainted with
Dr. Thomson, although I had met him. I know that his achieve-
ments wlll be well covered by those who had the privilege of
a more intimaste acquaintence. I have tried to write something
which, while rather general, will be a real tribute, and I
have endeavored to write it from the standpoint of a President
of the Institute speaking about a Past-President.

Feel perfectly free to make any changes or modfica-
tions which you wish. I am not certain that he was a charter
member, but reasonably certain. | I know that there is historical
material within Electrical Engineering covering this point,
but I do not know exactly where to find it. This brings to
my mind that a brief historical sketch of the Institute would
be a valuable addition to our Year Book. First print it in

§ Electrical Engineering and at your convenience, you might talk

this over with lr. Stein as an article of great interest to all
members.

Yours very truly,

T e A

President
AMM :MS

Orig.Air Meil
CC: Reg. Nda 1
CC:HHHenline
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GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY
SCHENECTADY, N. Y.

MARCH 19 1937

G ROSS HENNINGER

ELECTRIGAL ENGINEERING MAGAZINE
39 WEST 39TH ST

NEW YORK CITY

WiLL APPRECIATE EARLY WOSD REGARDING SHIPMENT OF

PAINTING SINCE PLANT 1S CLOSED TOMCRROW

Me 1016 GUY AARTRETT i
NEWS BUREAU [ ). D/U B i)
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¥Mr. H. H. Henline, National Sec'y i i

33 West 39th Street
New York City, New York

Dear Henline:

I received your telegram asking me to be one of

the representatives of the American Institute of Electrical
Engineers at the funeral of Professor Elihu Thomson last

londay. I attended the funeral and was one of the group of
Egggrary‘pallbearers. I am sending a list of them herewith
and you will recognize a number of the members of the Ameri-
can Institute of Electrical Engineers in the group. It was

a simple but impressive funeral held in the Unitarian Church
at Lynn and was attended by a large gathering of old associates
and admirers of Thomson. After the Church services, the immedi-
ate family and the honorary pallbearers proceeded to the ceme-
tery where there was a brlef but also impressive interment.

As you did not suggest who else was to represent the
American Institute of Electrical Engineers I did not make any
additional contacts, but Kennelly was published in the paper
as among the group of honorary pallbearers and I presume that
he was an additional representative of A.I.E.E. although he
was unable to attend on account of his own illness.

With regards,

Sincerely yours,-

W%/g/f( e &
DCJ :MdJ d;;ad En Jggﬁson

Ene.






Hareh 28, 1927

ﬁgé‘&‘%. HacCuteheon, President,
AIBE,

¢/o feliance Blec. and Engg. Company,
1088 Ivanhoe fioad,

Cleveland, Ohiog,

fles Institute History
My dear ¥r. HacCutcheon:

Thank you for your letter of Mareh 18, and your
prompt response to my reqguest for a statement concerning
Doctor Thomson.

Inspired by the third paragraph of your letter,
I am sending to you under separate cover & copy of the
speclal and very limited cloth-bound edition of the
Bay 1934 fiftieth annlverssry lssue of ELECTRICAL
ERGIREERING, I keenly regret not having thought of
sedding you this copy at the beginning of this adminil-
stration year, for you may have found 1ts aceumulation
of Institute history to be of some service. T am hoping
that 1t still will be.

If you have any more detailed suggestions con-
cerning the possibly sdvi-able 8cope and character of
the hiistoriesl srticle that you suggest for ELECTEICAL
LNGINEERING, I will be more than glad to have them and
to discuss them with Mr., Btein as Jou suggest. The idea -
of including such material in the Yesrbook is, of course,
Guite a separate matter, '

Cordially yours,

G. Ross Henninger,
}:ﬁdiﬁﬂr;

Fy
Edlphoned,

Extract from A.M.MacCutcheon's letter of 3/18/37 to GRH

"I know that there is historical material within Electrical
Engineering covering this point, but I do not know exactly

where to find it. This brings to my mind that a brief historical
sketch of the Institute would be s valuable addition to our Year
Book. First print it in Electrical Engineering and at your con-
venience, you might talk this over with Mr. Stein as an article

of great interest to all members."
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FRANK B. JEWETT A (o)
195 BROADWAY 2 W jf‘/

NEW YORK

March 23, 1937

ON-BRANOH

0(? (}ﬂ = T{{.}j&;ﬁ;‘
MR. H. H. HENLINE, 0 M1TIE

- 33 West 39th Street,

New York, N.Y.
My dear Henline:

“" Enclosed is a photostat copy of an obituarx\notice
on Elihu Thomson which, as you will notice, appeared\} the
LONDON TIMES of Monday, March 15th. I thought you might\like
to have it for the Institute's files.

Sincerely,

—

/
/

FBJ :JT




Ps s Sowersby, News Bureau
' General Electric Company ﬁw~m__
\ Schenectady, New York [ Al

Caption for accompanying photo

AWARDS, DECORATIONS, AND DEGREES HELB BY PROF., ELIHU THOMSON

In addition to the decorations in the caption of
the attached photograph, Professor Elihu Thomson, who died
March 13, was awarded on his 82nd birthday, March 29, 1935,
the medal of honor of the vVerein Deutscher Ingenieure of
Germany. Up to that time, the late Calvin W. Rice was the
only other Américan on whom this medal, of what is considered
the largest engineering society in the world, had been conferred.

Although he never attended college, Elihu Thomson
held the following honorary academic degrees: A.M., Yale,
1890; Ph.D., Tufts, 1894; D.Sc., Harvard, 190§?r;ﬁd of the
yniversity of Manchester, England, 1924; and L.L.D.,
University of Pennsylvania, 1924.

Also, Professor Thomson, to the time of his death.
was an active member in a great number of scientific and

engineering socleties.







MRS, ELIHILT THOMS ON

ANID FAMTILY

WISH TO THANK YOI WIMTH. GRATEFUIL APPRIECTATION

FOR YOUR KIND EXPRESSION OF SYMPATHY

1IN THIETR GREAT LOSS

[ )




liarch 24, 1937

Dr. Dugld C. Jackson
5 Mercer Cirecle

Dear Dr,. Jacksons

I an very glad to have your letter of the 19th
regarding your attendance at the funeral of Professor
tiibu Thom and an alsc glad to have the list of

o A
i

I suggested that you and professor Timbie, Past
Progident and Past Vice-President, respectively, attend
the funeral as Institute representatives, snd also suggested
to the Chairmen of the Boston and Lymn Sections that they
endeavor %o have the Sections well represented, Knowing
that many of the Institute members in that vicinity would
naturally wish to attend we 4id not communicate with any
oxcept those mentioned, I first expected to telegraph Dr,
Kennelly, but decided not to on account of the condition
of his heslth,

Yery truly yours,

Bational Secretary

BrH s IUW



larch 24, 1937

Dr, ¥. B, Jewett
198 Broadway

Bew York, K.Y,

Dear Dr. Jewett:

We appreciate very much the photostat copy of an
obituary notice on Dr, Elibu Thomson which appeared in the
LONDON TIMES, It was promptly réTerred to our Editorial
Department for any sssistance it may furnish in connection
with a comprehensive statement regarding his career which

will appear in the April issue of ELECTRICAL ENGINENRING,

Very truly yours,

Hational Secretary

HEHs LuwW



C. €. Chesney
8 Bank Row
Pittsfield, Mass.

AIEE EDIT. DEPT.
MAR 26 1937

Destroy | Corresp.

March 25, 1937.

Mr. G. Ross Hemninger, Editor,

American Institute of Electrical Engineers,
33 West 39th Street,

New York, N.Y.

Dear Mr, Henninger:

; I regret exceedingly that
I did not receive your March 17th letter in
reference to Professor Elihu Thomson. I was
out of the country at the time and have just
returned home today. I should have liked
to have prepared a few words in reference to
Professor Thomson, and I regret the passing
of the opportunity.

Cordially yours,

i G G Brneeey



Transcript of telegram received over G.E. wires about
1:05 PJM, March 26, 1927

RECORDE HERE BUCCEST
In response to our telegrephic reguest of March 25 to E.B.
Lee re sctual number of patents ilssued in neme of Elihu
Thompson according to official G.E. records,

Informati®on desired for current news story on Flihu Tﬁquéana

e
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Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

Mr.

3/26/37

C.C¢ Chesney

8 BRank fow
Pittsfield Hass

WE

COLLECT YOUR STATEMENT CONCERNING ELIHU THOMSON

WESTERN UNION GIFT ORDERS SOLVE THE PERPLEXING QUESTION OF WHAT TO GIVE.

G ROS8S HENNINGER
ATEE

0

WILL BE HAPPY TO RECEIVE IMMEDIATELY VIA TELEGRAPH



Hareh 30, 1987

#re. Elibu Thomson
Le Wonuvment Avenue
Swampscott, Hass.
Dear Hrs. Thomsons

Wie are enclosing & copy of the resolutionsg in
memory: of Past President Thomson, w&ai.nh were adopted by
the Executive Commlitee of the Institute at its meeting
held on Mareh 25,

Very truly yours

Rational Seeretary

4EH §



MRS.ELIHU THOMSON
22 MONUMENT AVENUE
SWAMPSCOTT, MASSACHUSETTS

W%,




MRS.ELIHU THOMSON

22 MONUMENT AVENUE
SWAMPSCOTT, MASSACHUSETTS

April 22, 1937.

Mr. H. H. Henline, National Secretary,
American Institute of Electrical Engineers,
2% West Thirty-Ninth St.,

New York, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Henline:

The copy of the Resolutions adopted
by the Executive Committee of the Institute
arrived just as I was leaving for a short
tropical cruise, and while they were acknowl-
edged by my secretary, I want to personally
send you my thanks for them.

I well knew that my messages from
the world would be many, but they turned out
to be more overwhelming than I dreamed they
could be, and they were all sincerely appre-
ciated. They helped me over a very difficult
period in my life., I shall treasure all these
Resolutions, and they will be carefully kept.

I thank the Institute for myself and
for Professor Thomson's family.

QS A
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Dx, ZElihu Thomson

One of my greatest regrets is that I did not have the privilege
of a close personal acquaintance with Dr. Elihu Thomson, but I sm
fortunate in having met him. His writings have been an inspiration
to me even as far back as my s tudent days.

His deductions, his inventlons,and his achievements form a

'mmrmarntama in nha pe;~w%mmalatmunﬁuv¢ which represents the engineerw

ing knwwla&ﬁe mr anr time,

fils modesty, his cheerful optimism, his breadth of vision, his
¢leay thinking, and hia indomlitable npirih formed a pattern which
a8ll englineers may well emulate.

He was a charter member of the American xnanite;Q of Klectrical
Englneers and 1ts fifth Fresident. We who have followed in his foote
steps, looked upon him as sn inspiration, a valued cokns

guiding light,.

1lor, &

A. B HacCutocheon
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