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The Sdison liedel for the year 1925 has been awarded by the
Zdison Hedal Committee of the American Inetitute of Zleetriesl
Angineers to John Willlam Lieb of HNew Tork, Ne Ye, "Tor the devele
gggon% &aﬁuayewmkian 0f eleotric central stations for illumination
il powere '

The Gdiszon Medal was founded by the Hdison Nedsl Agsoclaw
tion, composed of assceistes and Lfriends of My, Thomns i, Ldison,
and ia awarded smnuslly by o committee consisting of twentyefour
members of the imerican Institute of Hleetrical Ingineers for
"meritoricus schlevenment in eleotricsl science, eleotrioal engie
neering, or the eleetricel arts,”

lire Lieb wag bron in Hewark, N. J., in 1860« le was granted
an Me Te Degree by Ltevens Institute of ?@ahuﬂzagg, Gluas of 1880,
and the homorary degree of Dovstor of Ingineering im 1921, In 1680
he entered the employ of the Drush Zleetric Compuny of Cleveland
as o dpuftenan and in 1381 became .issistant in the Enginmtring Ligm
partment of the Liison Mlectrie Light Company. In 18862 Mr. Liedb
booume esletant to Mr. ddison and wae eppuged in experimental re-
searche Ho then beecame Hlectrielan of the Hdison Kleetrie 1llum-
inating Company of New York in charge of the installation and
operation of the stetion at Pearl Streets This wus ploreering of
the nature of sclentific research since precedents were lacking
and many of the principlice to be applied were but obscurely unders
stood.In Hovember 1862 lir, Lieb went to Milan, I1taly, %o represent
Vr. Gdison in comneotion with the design, ins%allﬂﬁien and gperation
of the Milan central station. He eventuaslly beceme Technlgs
birector of the Jociets Genersle Italisne di Blettricita Siatems
ddigon, and from 1685 to 1694 was engsged with the Itallan compony .
in power station work snd in the menufseture of lumps, dynames,
motors and othey apparatus, IV was under his direeticn at Milan
thet some of the earllest experiments were made in parallel operae
tion of direet driven altermsators, the operation of larse aynehron-
ous motore In mill drive, and loag dietence tresnemiscion of high-
tension alternnting current by underground cables. ln 1u94 Mr,
Lieb returned %o New York a¢ Assistont to the VicesProsident of
the ddiseon lleetrie llluminating Company, becoming ViceePresidont
and Genersl lansger. On the orgsnization of the lew York Zdison
Compuny he was made .sssociate General lanager and then appointed
%o his present position of Vice-~Prosident, in generxel charge of
epovating, alse for the affiliisted eloetric companies in the mete
ropoliten dletriets 1t was in 1896 that an alternsting-current
substetion converting to direet current was introduced using motor=
generator sets, In 1808 rotary converters were in use in several
substetions, about the same time stean turbines were introduced in
the gencrating stations in New York in a preliminary way, and plens
for usin: superhesated steanm were convessed., Since 1900 Mr, Lied
hoe sleo been Preeldent of the Bleotrical Testing Taberatories and
his infivence for sclentifie testing and investigatiop has been a

sontribution of much importance Yo progress in the uad of electricitys



liry Lieb hae taken a prominent part in the work of many of

- the orgemizations in the electrical and allied fields. MNe is 2
Fellow of the imericun Institute of HZlectricsl Hngineers, and was
President in 1904-@6, and has served on many Inetitute committees,
notebly the Hdison Medal, Publie Pollecy and Code of Prineiples of
Frofessional Conduet, flo is also a Past President of the Natiomal
#leetric lLight .sesocliation, The Rdisen FPloneors, snd The New York
Electrical Soclety. e is a Pellow of the New York Acsdemy of
selences and Member of The American Society of Military SBngineers,
the American issociation for the aAdvancement of Selence, and the
American soelety for the Promotion of HEngineering RZducation. Mr.
Lieb's work has been recognized by many foreign societies., He is
an Honorary lember of the iAesceiation of Itallan Bngineers and Are.
¢hitects snd of the Asscoiation of Italian Railway BEngineers. He
is a liember of the Inetitution of Bleotrieal WEngineers of Oreat
Britain ond of the Associaszione Zlettroteonica Italisne, During
the war ilr. Lieb served as Chairman of the Hational Committee on
Gas and ZBlectric Service; isdvisor %o the Pederal, New York state
and Metropolitan Muel Administrations, epd Chairman of the Joint
iuel Commitiee ropresenting the Natiomal Publie Utility issocia-
‘iﬂﬂ;

BEDALISTS

The followimy men, whose pietures appesr on the opposite
paze, have been recipients of the medal:

1909 Elihm Thomsons For leritorious ichievement in ileotrical
Soience, Sngineering and Arts, as exemplified in his
eontributions thereto during the past thirty years.

1910 Prank J, Spragpue. For Meritorious ichievement in Hleetri-
gal lcience, inglineering and Arts, as exemplified in
his contributions thereto.

1911 George Westinghouses For Heritorious Ashievement in Cone
nection with the Development of the Altermating Cure
rent Syestem for Light and Power.

1912 ®illiam Stanley. For lMeritorious Achievement in Invention
and Development of Alternating Current Systems and
Apparatug.

1918 Charles Fs Brush For Meritorious iAchievement in the Inven-
tion and Development of the Series Are Lighting System.

1914 glaxam&er Graham Bells For Heritorious Achievement in the
Invention of the Telephone. ‘

1916 likolas Tesls. Por Heritorious ichievement in his early
original work in Polyphase snd High-freguency ilectrie
sal Currents. :




PO b,

1917

1918

1918

1920

1921

1922

dJohn Js Cartys For his work in the sSelence and art of
Telephone ‘ngineering.

Benjamin Ge Lamme. For Invention and Development of
Blectrical lachinery.

e Le Re HBmmet. PFor Inventions and Developmenis of Hlect-
rical ispparatus and Prime llovers, ,

Wichael I, Pupin, For his work in Mathematical Physics
and its spplication to the Eleetrical Transmiseion
of Intelligempos

Cumminge C. Chesneye For early Developments in Alternating
Current Transmission,

Robert indrews Milliken. PFor His experimental work in
Blectrical Sclences
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