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> - Attentions; Ewing Co SadlerE Esquire

Re; Transportation Facilities of

e Northern Italy

Deer Mr. Sadlers

On your assignment sheet for the week of April 19, I
noticed that you are completing a report on the transporta-
tion facilities in and out of Northern Italy.

I would like to call your attention to a Memorandum for
¥Mr. Britt of the Chicego office written by Victor Kramer on
October 13, 1942, in which Mr. Kramer guotes Messrs. Emsch
and Rode as saying: -

4All shipments from Germany to Italy, in-
cluding those destined for Africa, must

go by one of four routes: the Mediterranean;
the Simplon tunnel; the St. Gothexd tunnel;

end the Bremner Pass. All traffic using the
St. Gotham tunnel must pass through the town

of Offenburg, ten miles southeast of Strassburg,
in Western Germany.

At various times I have asked seversl of my own informants fo
oomment on thet paregraph. Here are some of my notes:

By "Mediterranean" they must mean the Adriatioc
sesefrom Vienpa vie Semmering and Graz by the .
Tauernbahn” (Tavern railroad) to Trieste. Ship-
ments to Rommel in North Africe might go through
the St. Gothaml tunnel to Genoa, possibly via
Offenburg but also via Friedrichshafen and
Zurichs The Brenper Pass is 13,000 metres long,
with very heavy gredes, a slow heaul, necessitating
& heavy consumption of ocoel. There are no
important highwayse :
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| One of my informsnts stated: "The Bremner line extends
about 70 miles from Innsbruck to Bozen end is extremely
vulperable, with about 30 bridges, the destruction of
eny one of which would block the entire line."

Against this, of course, there is Mr. Leyng's caveat
that bridges ere very difficult to destroy. The Brenner
| bridges would prove particularly diffiocult sinoce they eare
i deep in the mountain passes, with the weather changing from
hour %o hour, now clear, now cloudy.

" .+ Here are some further notes on ‘the Brennerbshn which
you may find uséful: My informent was Dr. George Keinath,

L3 w
formerly of Siemens and Halske of Berlin.
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The Brennserbshn

The Brennerbahn hes long served as a main
line from Berlin to Rome vis Halle, Nusrnberg,
Munich, Rosenheim, Inn_g'gr_uck, Brenner, Yerocne,
Bologne and Florence. There were variations
between Halle end Nuernberg; some trains

went via Leipsig end Saxony, others farther
west. The only difficult terrein inside
Germany is near Rothenkirchen in Thueringen,
with heavy gradetAkth end (if memory serves)

a number of bridges. Beginning at Roasenheim
(not going vie Selzburg which is the road to
Vienna), the tracks run through long nerrow
valleys, cloudy with mist and fog, down to
Brizen (Bressanone"in Italian). From there
on the velleys widen more end more.

Electrification of the Berlin-Rome Line

Bavaria led the way in the electrification
of Germany's railways, meking & beginning
before the last war. Only a few lines are
electrified in Northern Germany, south from

. Sanlfeld on the Baltic, etcs For one reason,
there is more available electric energy in
Bevarie than in Prussie. Fully electrified
is the line Munich-Rosenheim-8alzburg-Viennsa,
and from Rogenheim t¢ the Brenner Pass, and
through Northern Italy ae far south as Rome.
Itely has and had no coal, but abundant
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4 hydreulic power, pertiocularly in the North
] where all the main reilwey lines are
electrified.

TVulnerability of Electric Railway Lines

With ell or most of the trackege electrified,
there will be very few steam locomotives to
substitute for the electric locomotives should
| any appreciable percentage of the power generators
' ‘be put.out of service. This applies to Italy

proper, however, rather then the Breuner Pass,

for Germany could rush steam locomotives to the
! . #=.~  Brennerbshn.
' There are always a number of transformer stations
along electric railway lines, stepping the
voltaege down to something like 6,000 or 15,000
volts. However, to out one of these means very
little. The wires cen be reconnected, and
treffic continues, perhaps not so efficiently but
after a fashion, No emount of irreparable
demage has been done. Even with all the power
stations destroyed, traffic can be moved with
steam looomotives, end the number of steam
locomotives needed will not seriously drain the
Axis steam loocomotive park,

Traffic over the Brenner Puss

Though confessing thet he hed no positive infor-
mation, Dr. Keinath stated that, in his opinion,
little if any ooal was moving via the Brernner

Pass to Itely. Coal would go via Switzerland which is the
shorter route for the better coal. No bituminous
coal would be sent via the Brenner. The heat value
of a carload would be less than half that of good
coel. The Bremner is probably being used for
troops, munitions, etc., which cannot passs through
Switzerlend. This traffic might very well keep
the Breoner busy.

< s Brenner Botilenecks

Dr. Keinath pointed to the railroad yards at Munich as
the Brepner bottlenock, not only the Ost-Bahnhof
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where the Brenner traffic colleects, but also
the Heuptbahnhof between Munich end Pasin
through which all traffic must pass. In Munich
there are no hills to obstruct low altitude
bombing, and the targets are square miles of
orowded railroad yardse -

In Laim, which ig nearer Munich than Pasing,
there is & delioate control system for all the
Wignals and switches controlling the freight
yards., Acolidents are a common oscourrence,
collisions end telescopings, whenever this con-
trol system gets out of order. In Laim there
is a large reilwey repeir shop.

The Ost-Behnhof is important becesuse all traffic
routed 6ither to Vienna or Rome must pass
through the yards. There are very few famcilities
for by-passing Munich; and so with Munich traffic
tied up, the whole of the traffic from Eastern
and Northern Germeny to Italy must be held up.

Nelt would be the reilroad yards at Rosenheim,
the last big yards inside the pre-war Reich--
though Kufstein may also be of some minor
importance.

If at the same time the Tauernbahn (which serves
Trieste) could be disrupted, Italianebesed troop
movements would be seriously inoconvenienced.

S0 much for the Brennerbahn. As you probably know, the
Italian Goveroment in July 1942 announced the eleotrification
of the Turin-Venice line, end the double-tracking of the Bologna=-
Verone, Verone-Sevona and Savona-MamYon lines,

I am hoping thet these notes (whioh I have never yet found
ocoasion to use) may help you in the writing of your report.

Very truly yours,

) SAMUEL S. ISSEXS
Special Assistent to the Attorney General

By MQIMA&‘A&L__

CHARLES C. BALDWIN
Expart

cey Messrs. Isseks end Levi
Charles Layng, Chicego



