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OBITUARIES

LEWISB. STILLWELL,
ENGINEER, IS DEAD

Consultant on Electrification of
Many Projects for 38 Years,
Including Holland Tunnel

DESIGNED NIAGARA PLANT

Advanced Use of Alternating
Current—Winner of Lamme
and Edison Medals -

Specwl to THE NEW YORK TIMES.
"~ PRINCETON, N. J., Jan, 19—
Lewis Buckley Stxllwell a resident
of Princeton and a life trustee of
Princeton University, who was one
of the leading American electrical

engineers, died today in the Union |,

Memorial Hospital in Baltimore at
the age of 77 after a week's illness.

Born in Scranton, Pa., Mr, Still-
well received his degree of electri-
cal engineer from Lehigh in 1885.
The next year he joined the West-
inghouse Electric and Manufactur-
ing Company as an assistant elec-
trician. From 1891 to 1897 he was
the company’s chief electrical en-
gineer, and during this period he
performed services of great impor-
tance in the development of the al-
ternating current and had an influ-
ential role in determining the West-
inghouse policy in respect to system
development engineering and the
establishment of 60 and 30 cycles as
standard frequencies.

Designed First Niagara Plant

~ Mr. Stillwell’s contributions, as

- Westinghouse engineer, to the gen-|
eral layout and design of the first
plant of the Niagara Falls Power
Company, led to his appointment as
electrical director of that company,
a post he held from 1897 to 1900.
Since the latter date he had been
a consultant, with headquarters in
New York. . -

Until his retirement in 1938, Mr.
Stillwell ‘was engaged on a succes-
sion of electrical engineering under-
takings of the first magnitude. He
was consulting expert to the Man-
hattan Elevated Railway Company
on the electrification of the ele-
vated lines -of New York City, 1900-
1906; to the Rapid Transit Subway
Construction Company, 1900-9; the

- Hudson and Manhattan Railroad,
1905-13; to the Erie Railroad for its
electrification work, in 1906; United
Railways and Electric Company of

- Baltimore, 1906-20; Interborough

Rapid Transit Company of New

York, 1909-20; for the electrifica-

tion of the Hoosac Tunnel of the

Boston & Maine Railroad, 1900-11;

New York Municipal Railway Cor-

poration, 1913-16; to the New York
and New Jersey Commissions in
connection with the Holland Tun-
nel, 1924-27, and to the Port of New
York Authority, 1927-38.

Honors He Received

A former president of the Ameri-
can Institute of Electrical Engi-
neers, Mr. Stillwell had received
from it the Lamme Medal, 1933,
“‘for his distinguished career in con-
nection with the design, installation
and operation of  electrical ma-
chinery and equipment,” and the
Edison Medal, 1936, ‘‘for his pioneer
work  in the genera.tlon, distribu-
tion and utilization of electric
energy.”’ °

The Engineering Foundation, the
research organization of the na-
tional engineering societies, elected
Mr. Stillwell its chairman for four
successive terms ending in 1929,
and in that year the American So-
ciety of Civil Engineers conferred
on him a medal ‘ for leadership in
consolidating the research work of
the Foundation and the Founder
Societies.”

Mr. Stillwell was president of the
American Institute of Consulting
Engineers, 1918-19; a member of the
board of du-ectors of the Chamber

. of Commerce of the United States,
1921-23, and a member of many

other professional and civic groups. |

He leaves a widow, who was Mary
Elizabeth Thurston of Pittsburgh at
their marriage in 1892; a son, Rich-
ard Stillwell,
dren.

and two grandchil-|.

LEWIS B. STILLWELL
Times Wide World, 1936




