CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
PASADENA

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

Mr. H. H. Henline
Secretary

American Institute of
Electrical Engineers
33 West 39th Street
New York, Ne. Y.

Dear Friend Henline:

Sunday, February 14, I was asked to assist
in a Friendly Relations Radio Program which presented
data concerning outstanding Americans of Slavie descent.
I broadcast the enclosed statements about Nikola Tesla.
Having an extra copy I thought I would send one to you
just as a matter of record.

I think some paper devoted to the interests
of the American Slavs is going to publish the article.

Sincerely yours,

O ~Loresesren

RWS smh R. W. Sorensen.
Encl.



Last month, January 16, 1943 "Eleotrical World" bore in large letters
on one of its pages the heading, "NIKOLA TESLA, ELECTRICAL WIZARD, IS DEAD
AT 86"; followed by the statoments

"Inventor who devised first practical application of

alternating current, developed the induction motor snd

made scores of original comtributions to electrical

industry, passes."

As an electrical e&igmaer, born and raised in the United States
of Americs, I am speaking about a fellow slestrieal engineer, not born in
this country but who came to it and made valuable and endurmg sontributions
to the comfort and well-bsing of every man, woman and c¢hild who uses eleo-
triolty. Nikola Tesla was that man. ,

| He 1s highly regarded by the elesctrical engineers of the world

because of his outstanding inventions of electrical machinery. Near the
end of the last centmry when there was still a commercial rivalry between
alternating current and direct current power systems, Tesla invented the
polyph#u alternating ourrent system and built the first polyphase induotion
motors. He did this in the face of much ridicule on the part of the many
who said his ideas were mad dreems and his apparatus would not work. This
amm of his is,as we well know, the universal electric power system of todaye

Mr. ?nln was born in Smiljan, Lika, a borderline region of Austria
Hungary, at pregent in Yugeslavia. He was aducated in the Gratz Polytechnie
Sghool and at the University of Prague in Csechoslevakia, He began his eles-
trioal career at Sudapest in 1881 where he made his first electrieal invembtion,
a telephone reseiver and oconceived his idee of the rotating magnetie field.

He came to the United Stetes in 1884 and became a naturaliszed citizen.
It is interesting to note that also is the year of organization for the

American Institute of Electrical Engineers, a great engineering Soeciety,
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with e memborship of 20,000 slectrical englneers. The growth of this organie
zation marks the growth of elestrical engineering and coinoides with the

spen of Tesla's 1life as en engineer. ﬂm;f’uﬁmrm who are not oleoe
trieal engineers hawe been enter  and swod from time to time by unoamny
and spestacular exhibitions of stags Mghtning. You have seen 1 m about
m#mmmm&mmwtmm* tmmwm&tum-»

. ing up electrie x&wmxummmm'hmawawmmwarmm
‘ rated with aloohol held on the tip of his tongue. Elestricity, Mﬁ_ﬁ the
man skilled in its use oan play with in this menner, was first prodused by
Tosls and the exhibits he gave had much to do with his being oulled the
"Electrical Wisard". Indeed, the device which produces these sparks is known
to this day as the Tesls coll or Tesla transformer. That part of kis setive
14y, while largely for show, 1s mo indlostion that he was merely 8 shomman.
He had & sound and thorough technionl knowledge of sleetrisal phencmena in
all its phasess This led him to be well ahead of sbandard practics in his
oreation of mew uses of eleotrieity,

Yo pay Tesla tribute today at the finish of his mmm long
eareer. He was happy in his adopted country, Americs, wherein he had OpPOr=
tunity to grew in his profession and sontridube without politieal restraint, '
through that profession of elestricsl enginesring to the welfure of mankind,
In resognition of his ocombrivutions, in 1917 on the 29th amiversery of the
reading of his paper annsunoing his werk on polyphese tramswission, the
Amoriean Institube of Zleotrical ingineers, under whose susploes he pregented
that paper, mwerded him the Sdisem Medal for "early original work in poly-
phase and high frequenoy electric ourrents™. This award is the highest resoge
nitien his professional asscoiates, the slectricel sngineers, could malke.
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Serbian orthodox

His father was a/Greek/clergyman and orator,-ehis mother en inven.
tor as was her father before hor. As we think of him and his contributiocns
b0 the world and our country, these great United States, we also think of
. many othor men, included among whom were slectrisal engineers sush as the

late Charles F. Steimmets, a politioal refuges from Germany and iiohasl
Pupin, boran in Hungary, whose names are inseparable from our thoughts of
eleotrieal achievement.

As we ponder these things w:rm again the valus of Ameriean
freedom for which we are fighting today,/not only for Americsnput for all
the peaple of all the world. We have weloomed Nikela Teela and W#&W of
his type to owr wddst. We hawve profited by their genius. We hope when
this war is over that 1t will not be necsssary for such men Yo be transe
plm:é_ /ﬁzne;;;:v that they may have opportunity. But we alse hops that
hueriocs will always keep alive the spirit that will make Csechs, Yugoslavs,
~ and others like Nikela Tesla, sesk our land as the land of greatest opporw
tunity. Ve onn make it ocome Go pass if we faint not in the tesks iﬁh‘t coue
to our hands. “

Re W Sorensen
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Dr. R.Y, Sorensen
California Institute of Technology
Pasadena, Calif.
Deayr Dr, Sorensent
We apnreciate very much your sending us with
your letter of February 26th a copy of your radio broad-

cast addiress on Hikola Tesla. )

Very trly yours,

Hational Secretary

HAHs LMW
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